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For thus hath the Lord faid unto me; go, fet a Watchman, {st 
bim declare what be feeth. 


The Burden of Damah, he calleth to me out of Sier, Watch- 
man, What of the Night ? Watchman, What of the Night ? The 
Watchman faid, the Morning cometh; and alfo the Night: if 


ye will enquire, enquire ye ; retura, come. 
IsaiAu xxi, 6, I1, 12. 
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The Free Univerfal Church of Chrift, at New-Hanover, in 
Burlington County, New-JFerley.—To the Editor of the Free 
Univerfal Magazine. 


Brether, 


AVING lately at one of our Church Meetings, carefully 

perufed the Articles of Faith, and Fian of Church Go- 
vernment, compofed and adopted by the Churches, believing 
in the Salvation of all Men, met in Philadelphia, on the 25th 
of May, 1790; we found it highly approved of dy the whole 
Charch ; in confequence of which, the Church unanimoufly 
agreed to adopt the fame, and in order that it might be mere 
publickly known, to requeft you to infert it in the Free Uni- 
verfal Magazine, and you will oblige yours, &c. in Gofpel 
love, In Behalf of the Church, 

Arteft, EMPSON KIRBY, Elders 
William Phares, Clerk. 

September 14, 1793. 


Brethren, 
As a token of approbation, to the above requeff you have here 
prefented, with pleafare the compliance of the Edior. 


September 25, 1793. 





ARTICLES os FAITH, &c. 





INTRQDUCTION. 


NDER a deep fenfe of the unchangeable, and univer/al 
love of God to mankind in a Redeemer, and in humble 
thankfulnefs to his kind providence in permitting us to aflzm- 


ble and deliberate, agreeably to the diftates of our con{ciences, 
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without fear of civil or ecclefialical power; WH, the repre- 
icotatives of fundry Societies in the United States, believing 
in the Salvation of all Men, convened on the 25th of May, 


1790, in the city of Philadelphia, by an invitation from the 


brethren in the faid city holding the fame doétrine, and hav- 
ing implored the direction and bleffing of God upon our en- 
deavours to extend the knowledge of his Name, have adopted 
the following Articles and Plan of Church Government. 


CHA FP. I, 
ARTICLES or FAI T&G: 


Set. 1: Of the Holy Scripiures. 


WE believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Tetament 
to contain a revelation of the periections and will of God, and 
the rule of faith and pradice. 


Sect. 2. Of the Supreme Being. 
We believe in ove God, infinite in all his perfeAions, and that 
thefe perfediions are all modifications of infinite, adorable, 
incomprehentfible, and unchangeable /ove. 


Se&. 3. Of the Mediasor. 

We believe, that there is one Mediator between God and 
Man, the man Chrift Jefus, in whom dwelleth all the tulnels 
of the Godhead bodily; who, by giving himfelf a canfom for 
all, hath redeemed them to God by his blood; and who, by 
the merit of his death, and the efficacy of his Spirit, will 
finally reflore the whole human race to happinefs. 


Set. 4. Of the Holy Ghof. 

We believe in the Ho/y Ghof, whofe office it is to make 
known to Sinners the truth of their Salvation, through the 
medium of the Holy Scriptures, and to reconcile the hearts 
of the chifdren of men to God, and thereby to difpofe them 
to genuine holinefs, 

Sect. 5. Of Geod Works. 

We believe in the obligation of the moral law, as the rule 
of tile; and we hold, thatthe love of God manifefted to man 
in a Redeemer, is the belt means of producing obedience to 
that law, and promoting a holy, active, and ulsful life. 
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CHAP. Il. 
PLANorCHURCH GOVERNMENT. 

SeQ. 1. Of a Church. 

WE. conceive a Church to coafik of a number of Believers, 
un ied by covenant, tor the purpofes of maintaining the pab- 
Jic worthip of God, the preaching of the Golpel, ordaining 
ofhicers, preierving Order and Peace among its Members, and 
relieving the Poor.——Bach Church poficileth within ivlelf 
all the powers of {clf-govermment. 

oe. 2. Of the Officers of a Church. 

The Officers ot a Church are two, viz. Sifbops and Deacons . 
The terms Bifhop, Eider; Minifler, Pafor, and Teacher, we 
conceive to be the fame, and intended only to expreis the dif- 
ferent capacities ia which the fame Offcer is called to a&. For 
the dut of Bithops we refer to the 28th chapter of Matthew, 
and the ig:h and 2oth verfes; and for the qualifications and 
duty o! both Bilhops and Deacons, we refer to the third and 
fourth chapters uf the firft epifile to Timothy. 


Sect. 3. Of the Call and Ordination of the Officers of a Churcé. 


Soch perfons as poffels thofe qualifications and gifts, which 
the Holy Scriptures preferibe for a Bifhop, and who wilh to 
devote themfelves to God in the minifiry, fhal! be invited to 
preach before the members of the Church ; and if after tria!, 
they fhall appear to be under the influence of the {pirit of the 
Gofpel, and to poflels fach endowments as are requifite for 
the profitable exercife of the dury of a Bithop or Minifter, the 
Church (hall folemnly fet apart and ordain fach perf ns; and 
a certiheate of fuch appointment fhall be to them a fofficient 
ordination to preach the Gofpel, and to admtoiiler fuch or- 
dinances hercin afcer-mentioned, as to them may feem proper, 
wherever they may be called by Divine Providence. 

And as the great defign of forms in ordaining Minifters, is 
to prevent weak, and immoral! perfons from exercifing the mi- 
nifterial office, we admit ordination by any Church in which 
fach forms have been obferved, to be valid, and when per- 
fons fo ordained, fhail apply to become members of any of 
our Churches, they thall (if othérwife qualified) be admitted 
not only as Members, bat Minifters alfo. 
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Deacons fhall be chofen by the members of the Church, and 
ordained in like manner as Bifhops or Minifters. Their bu- 
finefs (befides receiving and applying the pious and charitable 
contributions of the Church, for the fupport of the laborers 
in the Gofpel, and the relief of the poor), fhall be to attend 
to the fecolar affairs of the Church, to keep an exad regilter 
of all the perfons who fhall be born, baptized, admitted to 
communion, marvied, or who hall remove, or die, belonging 
to the Society; alfo, an account of the admiffion and difmil- 
fion of members, and of ali the bufinefs of the Church. 


Se@t. 4. Of Divine Worfhip. 

Each Church fha'l meet ftatedly one day in feven, for the 
worthip of God, and the preaching of the Gofpel. And as 
we have no rules laid down in the werd of God to dire& us 
in our choice of a mode or form of public worhhip, it is re- 
commended to each Church to ufe fuch modes or forms of 
prayer, and to fing fuch pfalms, hymas, and fpiritual fongs 
as to them fhall eppear moft agreeable to the word of God, or 
beft {uited to promote order, and {piritual edification. 


Se&. 5. Of Ordinances. 

Whereas a great diverfity of opinions has prevailed in all 
ages of the Church upon the fubjedis of baptifm and the Lord’s 
Supper; as alfo upon the fubje&s of Confirmation, the Wath- 
ing of Feet, Love Feafts, and the anointing the fick with 
oil, &c. and as this diverfity of opinions has often been the 
means of dividing Chriftians, who were united by the fame 
{pirit in more effential articles, we agree to admit all fuch 
perions who hold the articles of our faith, and maintain good 
works, into memberthip, whatever their opinions may be as to 
the nature—form—or obligations of any or all of the above- 
named ordinances, {f it fhall fo happen that an application 
fhall be made to a Minifler to perform any of the {aid ordi- 
nances, who does not believe in the prefent obligations of 
Chriftians to fabmit to them, or if he fhall be appited to, to 
perfurm them ata time, or in a way that is contrary to his 
confcience, in fach cafe a neighbouring Minifter, who fhall 
hold ike principles refpeéting the ordinance or ordinances re- 
quired by any member, fhall be invited to perform them; or 
if it be thought more expedient, each Church may appoint or 


7 
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ordain one of their own members to adminifter the ordinances 
in fuch way as to each Charch may feem proper. 
Se&. 6. Of the Admijffion and Exclufion of Members. 

All perfons who fubfcribe our articles of Faith, and iead 
fober and moral lives, fhall be confidered as members of a 
Chuch. A departure from thofe articles, or animmoral life, 
fhal! fubje& a member to private admonition by the Miniiter, 
or a brother member only, according to Matthew xviii. 13, 
21, and Luke xvii. 3 and 4. If what we conceive to be error, 
or if what all Chriltian Chorches agree to be vice, is perfilted 
in, the offending member fhall be adnion fhed a fecond time 
by any two or three members of the Church. If after thefe 
fteps he continue difobedient, his name fhall be publicly erafed 
from the lift of members, but he thall be exhorted at the fame 
time to attend public worfhip, and the preaching of the Gof- 
pel; and he fhail be reftored in love, after he exhibits fuch 


figns of a return to his former faith or practice, as fhall be 
deemed fatisfactory to the Church. 


Sef. 7. OF Marriage. 
Marriages are to be performed in fuch way as the laws of 
particular ftates have made neceflary ; Minifiers of the Gofpel 


belonging to our church are at liberty to celebrate this 
ordinance. 


Se&t. 8: Of the Infirudion of Children. 

We believe it to be the duty of all parents to inftrod their 
children in the principles of the goipel, as the beit means to 
infpire them with the love of virtue, and to promote in them 
good manners, and habits of induftry and fobriety. As 4 ne- 
ceflary introduétion to the knowledge of the gi {pel, we recom- 
mend the inftitution of a fchool or ichools, to be under the 
direftion of every church; in which fhall be taught reading 
writing, arithmetic and pfalmody. We recommend further, 
that provifion be made for inftru@ting poor children in the 
faid {chools gratis. As the fulleft difeovery of the pertections 
and will of God, and of the whole duty of man, is contained 
in the Bible, we wilh that divine book to be read by the youth 
of ous churches as early and frequently as poflible; and that 


they fhould be inflructed therein at Rated mectings appointed 
for that purpofe. 
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Sec. 9. OF the Communion of Churches. 

The Charches fhall convene togecher for the parpofes of 
more effeétually fpreading the getpel, and of affillimg, and 
edifying each other. A Convention of the churches thall be 
held annually by deputies or meflengers to enquire into, and 
report the ftate of each church, reipecting the admiflion of 


members, and the progrefs of the goipel, to confulr and act 
for the common benefit of al! she churches; and to fend forth 
minifters to propagate the gofpel in places where it has not 
been regularly preached, and thereby to form and eftablilh 
new churches. No aéts of this Convention fhallbe fuppofed to 


invade the freedom or fovereignty of « particular church. 
Each church referves to itfelf full and exciufive power to 
judge of all matters relating to faith or praétice [as eltablifhed 
by our articles] among its own members.—All the general 
acts of the Convention, which relate to the intereft of parti- 
cular churches, fhall be iflued only by way of advice, or re- 
commendation. 


CHAP, Itt. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 
Sed. 1. OF War. 

Although a defenfive war may be confidered lawful, yet 
we believe there is a time coming, when the light and univer- 
fal love of the gofpel, fhall put an end to all wars. We recom- 
mend therefore, to all the churches.in our communion, to cul- 
tivate the fpirit of peace, and brotherly love, which fhall lead 
them to coniider a'l mankind as brethren; and to Rrive to 
fpread among them the knowlege of their common Saviour and 
Kedeemer, who came into the world, “ got to deflroy men’s 
lives, but to fave them.” 


Se&. 2. Of going to Law. 


We hold it unbecoming for Chriflians, who are members of 
the fame Church, to appeal to courts of !aw for the fertlement 


of difputes, Such appeals too often engender malice, beet 
idlenefs, and produce a walte of property. They are, therefore 
contrary to the fpirit of the Gofpel. In difpates of all kinds, 
and with all perfons,we recommend appeals to arbitrators 
appointed by both parties, where iv is practicable, im prefe. 
rence to courts of Law. 





, 
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Se&. 3. Of holding Slaves: 

We believe it to be inconfiftent with the Union of the hu- 
man race in a common Saviour, and the obligations to mutual 
and univerfal love, which flow from that Unaion,to hold aay 
part of our fellow creaturesiia bondage. We therefore re- 
commend a total refraining from the African trade, and th- 
adoption of prudent meafures tor the gradual abolition of ths 
flavery of the acgroes in our country, and for the inftruction 
and education of their childcen ia Englith literatare, and in 
the principles of the gofpel. 

Se&. 4. Of Oaths. 

We recommend it to al! the members of our Churches to en- 
quire, whether oaths do not leffen the frequency of teuth 12 
common life — whether they do not encreafe profane fwear- 
ing—whether they are not contrary to the commands of our 
Saviour, and the apoftles James; and laftly, whether they do not 
I<ffen the dignity of the Chriftian name, by obliging profeifors 
of Chriftianity to yield to a fufpicion of being capable ot decta- 
ring a falfehood. And as we are indulged by the laws of all 
our flates, with the privilege of giving teflimony by finple 
afirmation, we fubmit it tothe confciences of our members, 
whether that mode of declaring the trath, fhould not be pre- 
ferred to any other. : 

Sect. 5. Of Sabmifion to Government. 

We recommend to allthe members ef our churches a peace- 
ful fubmillion to the higher powers, not for wrath, but for 
coafcience lake, & We enjoin, in a particular manner, a re- 
gard to truth, and juftice, in the payment of fach duties or 
taxes, as (hall be required by our rulers, for the maintainance 
of erder, and the fupport of government. 

Signed by Order, and in behalf 
of the Conveation, by 
WILLIAM WORTH, Moderator. 
Atteit. ARTIS SEAGREAVE, Clerk. 
Fune Sth, 1790. ; 
CERCUV LAS -E OPT Sik. 

‘THE Elders and Brethren, in the Belief of the Uniwerlul 

Salvation of all Men, throuvh our Lord Jefaus Chri, met in 


B 
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Convention at pai ia, on the 25th of May, and conti- 
nued by adjournment, until the 8th of Jane, 1790. 


‘Ly the Elders and Brethren in the fame Belief throughout 


the United States of America, we wilh Health, Peace, and 
Happinels. 


Beloved ineur Common Lord end Savicur, 


We herewith fend you a copy of the Articles of Faith, and 
Plain of Church Government, which we have, with uncommon 
love and unanimity, agreed upon in Convention. The Arti- 
cl:sare few, but they contain the efflentials of the Gofpel. We 
thonght it improper to require an aflent to opinions that are 
merely {peculative, orto introduce words, in expreffing the 
articles of our belief, which have been the caufe of unchriftian 
controverfies. The plan of church government ts neatly that 
of the Congregational Church. We conceive it to be molt 
friendly to chriftian liberty, and molt agreeable to the word 
of God. We have fubmitted feveral matters of confequence 
to your conlideration, under the title of ¢ Recommendations.” 
They form as yet no part of our fy ftem of Faith or Practice as 
a Church; but we hope the time is not very diltant, when the 
progrellive light of the gofpel fhall banifh all the error and 


vice, which are the fources of the prefent diforders and mife- 
ries of human fociety. 


We rejoice in the progrefs of the long imprifoned truth of 
God’s Univerfal Love to mankind, and that he hath, in his 
intinite goodnels, raifed up fo many faithfal witneffes of late 
years, to declare itin many parts of our country. We hop: 
and pray that this glorious truth may continue to prevail 
againtt anti-chrikian darknefs and error; and that all who 
profe(s to believe it, may be led by the inward manifeftation 
of Crad’s lowe, to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefent world, and thereby to confute the objections that are 
urged againft us, by thofe who deny the ‘ufinite extent of the 
mercy and power of God. 

We reqne® that fuch of vou as are formed into churches, 
would fen! deputies or meffengers to meet in the Convention 
to be held in Philadelphia on the 25th of next May; and that 
fuch of you as are not formed inte churches, would affociat® 


— = 
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Ww 


for that parpofe, and concer in fending reprefentatives to the 
Convention. 
Signed by Order, and in behalf 
of the Covention, by 
WILLIAM WORTH, Moderator, 
Attek. ARTIS SEAGREAVE, Clerk, 





— 


Circular Letter of the Convention of the Univerfal Churches, 
met at Philadelphia. 


The Minifiers and Reprefentatives trom the feveral Churches, 
be {ving in the Salvauon ot all Men, through our Lord jesus 
Chriff, met in annual Convention in Philadelphia, the 2 


May 179%. 


7 . 
{Pp 3; 


cr 


To the feveral Churches and Societies inthe Belief of 


the 
fame moft precious Truth wiih us—Greeting. 


Beloved Brethren, 


IT gives ust great pleaJure to inform you that we had a mof 


agrecable meeting, and that we have received tidings fro» jews 


Tal Churches and Societies, that the Truth of God's wnriz erjal, 
abjslute and unchangeable Love, of the univerfality of the atone. 
ment for fin through the bloed of Chri, and of the final refiora- 
tion of the whole human race, toa flate of bappineft ( netwith- 
fanding the reatity of future puxihments ) prevail againf all 
oppofition ; and that Cod our Saviour hath in fome inflances 
ever-ruled the eppohtion to the forwarding thereof. 

lve are happy in being able further to inform you, that at the 
requeft of the Coxventios of lah sear, that thofe perfans whe be- 
lieved with us in the Salvation of all Men, fhould affociate and 
Sorm themfelves into Churches, bas been complied with in a de- 
gree which has equalled our mofi fanguine expe@ations. Several 
Churches have lrkewile formed, awhich are too remote to unite 
with us. Nor is the increafing prevalence of the glorious truths 
we believe, confined te the United States ; We have lately heard, 
with great pleafure, that they have been manifefied to many in 
Jercign countries. And now, dear Brethren, as the genuine ton- 
dency of this moff precious difcovery of God's unchangeable and 


univerfal Love, is to promote Lewes and good warks, we khape 
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ery believar in it will manifef? the Jame in his Life and Gone 


iot/ation, and that youwill inmeeknels bear with thefe of your 


jeliow heirs ef Salvation, who through prejudice are oppofes ta. 


the blefed truths we maintain—and that you will endeavor 10 re- 


move fuch prejadices by holy, harmle/s and ufeful Lives, conform- 


“ablein all things to the example and precepts of aur bleffed Lord 
ard Saviour, whofe will it is that all fhall come to ihe know- 
ledge of the truth, aS 

We conclude, by commending you and all men ta the cate of 


mto whom all Souls belona, and who bath redeemed them to 


imjelt by bis moh precious blood, to whom be GLORY for ever. 
Pt, 
Signed by Order of the Convention, , 
NICHOLAS C OX, Moderator. 
fie EAGREAVE, Clerk 


doy 20,5 17 pI. 





T9 the Editor of tre Free Univerfal Mazaz oe. 
Friend, 

If thou thinkeft the enclofed Effay on the General Reflora- 
tion now fent, will any way fubferve the interelt of wath, 
thou wilt pleafe to give it a place in thy ufefal Magazine, [ 
am, with defires for thy proltperity, thy friend, “CoM. 
Reply.) The Bditor kindly receives the fellowingE Jay with nmsh 


: 2s i , ‘ / . j ia . o* . ; | . 
Shanks tothé Auwihor, for jo entertaining and inflructin a pte 
j : 


t% 


; f ’ , i f . . ‘ f iy . ; ; 
6f tretyu; which be hopes may prove as much fé to others, asa 


5 fo, ‘The Editor. 


UNIVERSAL RESTORATION. 


) ; 


er 
, 


r 
Sean “4 
{.4uU7 ie@gagel 


ud ‘ “és 

} DO,here, with all cefpe& and candour prefent to thy view, 

£ tome thoughts on the Law of Grice, and th compallionate 

ve cf God to his Creature Man; in that & God fo loved the 

world, that he ient his only begotten Son [ Juln iii. 16] be- 

caufe that he wills that all men fhould be faved [1 ‘Tim. ii. 4] 
'» 


(« r a livered). 


Feeling an ardent defire for the good of the fouls of all men, 
I ind myfelf thereby er gaged, Lo pay that debt I[ have long 
to the public; by thu: 


prefenting fome few of my fenti- 


ments to theie view Yin as con!picuous and clear a light as I 
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am favoured with) concerning the glorious truth of Uniter/al 
Redemption by Fefas Chriff: and aliho’ this by fome is called 4 
new-fangled doétrine, yet itappears co me to be fupported by 


plain and folid proofs from the fiered records, as well as ami- 
plified in the reafon and nature of things. 


And herein | think I donot retra& from the refpe& which is 
due to the niemory of chany truly pious, great and learned men, 
who have endeavoured to eftablith (as they fay) the proper 
eternity of hell torments; buat in winch attempts [ prefume 
u.ey have fatled; for truth is of fuch a mative. as to dilcover 
invcll to the t.nvere impartial feekeis alone,and 1s always fhun- 
fhidg s partial and party enqiirer, 

Theretore, reader, if thou art ine of thofe, whofe love for 
thy own party in religion is fo great, that thou preferelt the 
mereale and eflabliihment thereof, to all other relegtous con 
fiderauions, and with che Pharifaical hypocrites of old, woul deft 
facrifice truth itfelf to thy party, and rather crucity the Lord 
of Glory, than fuffer thy teét to lofe any of its popularity by 
his mears, I cannot think thae this Treatife will prove bene- 
ficial to thee, or that thou wilt thank me for this my fimple 
publication. 

Therefore, what entertainment this my humble Effay may 
meet with in iis capricious age, | am not over anxious about; 
for the bulk of mankind are fo leavened with infidelity, that 
the greater number generally turn the gtace of God into la- 
ic'viou(ncis, by ridiculing every thing except what merely pro- 
ceeds from their own fancies, or is produced from their own 
fects; thus they ceride the dodtrine of the true gofpel of Jefus, 
though its evidence flare them in the face. 

But as this is not the place at prefent for to determine what 
fuch may fay, por am I folicitous adout it, I thal] omit further 
attention thereunto, 


No doubt, fome religious perfons may fay, Sure there is no 
need of this eflay, fince the fabjeé has been copioufly and 
Jearnedly treated of by fo many more abler and dexteraus 
peas, the which I readily grant; yet asthe woman we read of 
| Mark xii. 42) cat in her mite, dnd it was accepted in the 
treafury, fo | have prefumed, havinga rong impulfe thereto: 
Aud as my diligent and Gacere enquiries into this, and other 
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facred matters have brought not a few antient and geau'ne 


reco! d * 


belonging to the Old and New Teftaments, and of 
the earlici antiquity, to my remembrance and view, which 
appeared to me of great utility; Ihave, I hope with modefly, 
and (irony defires for their ufe and fervice, thus prefented 
them. 

Although we read, that every good and perfe® gift, &c. 
[James i. 17] every emanation of light proceeds from the Fa- 
thee of lights, yet he fometimes difcovers the myferies of his 
will, the fecret riches of his power and greatnefs, to defpica- 
ble inlruments, and thereby fets forth the glories of his wil- 
dom and greatnefs through them to the world, fo that no ficth 
might glory in his prefence. 


But as a zeal for what I apprehend to be truth, is the prin- 
ciple motive to the prefenting of thofe few thoughts to the 
public, | thall think myfelf happy if this {mall publication be 
deemed in any degree equal to the rectitude ef my intentions, 
not to be looked upon as a fall difcuffion of the point in quef- 
tion; the eternity of Hell Torments: but rather is advanced 
as ahiot, and teltimony of the extenfivenefs of the death and 
iufferings of our dblefed Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrif?, in his 
jaft holy procefs on the crofs, and alfo his exemplary life dur- 
ing his 35 years fefhly abode on earth, leaving es an example 
to waik in his Reps, and thereby eftablifh the do@rine of re- 
wards and punifhments, a dodrine that is hightly exploded 
by thofe of the Antinomian principles, of which there are 
numbers in this prefent age. 

The advice of Solomon was,‘ Buy the truth and fell it not.” 
[ Prov. xxiii. 23) Becaufe we thus further read[iSam. ii, 30] 
** He that honoureth me, him will I honour, and he that de- 
ipiteth me fhall be lightly efleemed.” Therefore let no preju- 
dice hinder from embracing the truth as it isin Jefus, for he 
has declared the terms of acceptance with him in thefe words, 
“ He that confefleth me before men, him will I alfo co’. vis 
before my Father in Heaven.” Matthew x. 32. 

Think on thefe things, dear Reader, and be affured, thae 
God cannot be honoured, nor Chrift confeffed, but in a hearty 
impartial enquiry after truth, anda readinefs to embrace it 
whenever it appears,or that he can be denied, or defpifed, but 
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in a ftiffand obfiinate adherence to any notion, or fet of prin- 
ciples which are contrary thereto, efpecially when we have an 
opportunity of better information. 

I confent to the {cripture record, viz. “ that whofoever 
committeth fin is of the Devil, and that wholoever is born of 
God, doth not commit fin; for his fered remaineth in him, 
and he cannot fin, becaufe he is born of Ged, [1 John in, 8, 
g,] but becaufe the pure in heart alone fhall fee God (Matt. .y, 
$,) and that nothing impure can enter heaven ( Rev. xxi, 27) 
mut we conclude, that it is eternally thut again{ all who do 
not attain to fuch perfeétion in this life ? (Ll fay God forbid.) 

We read, ‘* God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon ali”, [Rom. xi, 32] how chen thall 
we dare to limit him, who has not limited nimfelf; and wiih 
a molt horrid impiety, make the father of the Univerfe, noc 
only forfake, but eternally turn againft the greateft parc of his 
own offspring. * I thank thee, O Lord God, Father of Hea~ 
ven and earth” (Matt. xi, 25,) that thou condefcendeft to tell 
us thy own difpolition towards us, thy ‘degenerate offspring, 
and that though, we have rebelled againit thee, and provoked 
thee to difpleafure, yet thou art fo far from forgetting us, that 
thy compafion far exceeds that of a mcther to her children, 
infomuch, that“ though the may forget her fucking child, and 
fhould not have compaflion on the fon of her womb, yet thou 
wilt not forget us,” (Lfaiah xlix, 15, 46,) Behold | have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hapds, thy walls are conti. 
nually before me. As if he had faid, thou art as dear to me, 
and deeply imprinted in my memory, as if thy picture were 
drawn upon my hands. or engraven in a feal, and worn upon 
my arm, fo as to be always in my fight ; again, ** though the 
rT fhould depart, and the hills be removed, thy lov- 
es ing kindnefs fhall not depart from us, nor the covenant of 
“ thy peace be removed.” ( laiah liv, 1G, )* thou knoweft our 
frame, thou remembereft that we are dult,”/Pflalms ciii, 14) 
thou wilt not contend for ever, neither wilt thou be always 


wroth, for the {pirit would fail before thee, and the fouls which 
thou haft made. ( Ifaiah Ivii, 16. ) 


Now thefe are fome of the declarations of thy love towards 
Us, for thele, with great numbers more, we thank thee, and 
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humbly pray thee, that we may never, by the infinuations of 
fuch,as know not the greatnefs of thy goodnefs, be led altray 
from fuch fo great, and gracidus promiles ; or by any means 
made for to believe any thing of thee, contrary to them. 


It is no fma!! comfort to fuch, as are willing that all fhould 
come to the knowledge of the truth, and to partake of the {al- 
vation of God, to be affured that God loves his creature Man, 
and that the redemption of mankind is committed to his Son 
Jefus Chrift, whom he fent into the world, and that we are 
given into his hands, “ who came not to condemn the world. 
but that the world through him might be faved,” John iii,17 ) 
and what can be more reasonable, than to expect that he who 
laid down his life, a ranfom for all, [1 Tim. it, 6.] will in due 
time, make all fhare the falutary effetts of his death? who 
then will be fo bold as to aflert,that Jefus Chrift will ever lofe 
that affection and kindnefs for his creatures, which firit 
prompted him to take upon him our fiefhly nature, and which 
was of fuch abundant advantage while on earth ! 


The Apofile afferts, that all things were created oy Jefus 
Chrift, (Eph. iii, 9,) in order to Siew how clofely we are con- 
nected with him as our Saviour, and how certain our falvation 
mult be ; feeing the fame Jefus is to redeem us, as fare as he at 
the firft did create us. 

Neverthelefs there are fome thinking perfons, who fearch 
for a ground in natore, for every thing they adsnit in religion; 
and are doubtful concerning the falvation of all lof creatures 
not from a disbelief of the willingnefs of our Saviour, but from 
a phyfical impoffibility in the nature of things ; to fuch, the 
above reafoning (though ever fo conclufive ) will pafs for no- 
thing ; becaafe it does not open the ground in nature, ia 
which it is accomplithed. They may fay, the reafoning is {pes 
cious, but yet the thing may be impoflible; to fnch IT anfwer 
thit there may be a ground in nature, no doubt, for every 
operation of God, yet the knowledge of fuch ground, may be 
far above our capacities, and it fearched after, might pray 
bart‘ul to us, as (they fay it did to Satan. ) 


Ic is fufficient for us to know, that he who knows the grouni's 
of natare has afferted the fad, what ground there is in nature 
for God to create all things out of nothing, as fome believe, 
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or out of eternal matter as others think; or out of himfelf as 
the Scriptures have it, perhaps would puzzle the molt quick 
fighted of them to open or difcover; yet the truth is with fome 


of them, and the fa@ is certain. . 


The leat attention to nature, would convince the acutelt 
amongft us, that many things exilt of which we cannot open 
the ground how, nor the reafon why they exift; how hard 
would it be to prove, that if all thiags fprang from nothing, 
by an omnipotent fiat, they might not by the fame fiat be re- 
turned to nothing again; or, thatif God added vivifying 
qualities, to matter of itfelf inert, he could not withdraw 
thefe qualities again, if he pleafed ; or lafily, if all things come 
out of himfelf, that he could not make all return back again, 
that he might once more be a// in aé/; and yetif the one of 
thefe be as poffible as the other, the eternity of he!l torments 
mutt be a falfehood ; and if the laft be the truth, and pollible 


as the fcripture certainly teacheth, Univerfal Reftoration mult 
take place. 


To imagine that fallen angels or men, could abfolutely fruf- 
trate a plan concerted by infinite wifdom, goodnefs and pow- 
er, is hard to be believed ; or that any feparation which they 
have made, is too hard for him to unite, who can bind Satan 
in chains ; is not eafily comprehended. 

One, * who was unqueltionably one of the greateft writers 
of our age, and whofe works will fland the teft of ages to 
come, and who perhaps, in fome future period of the Church, 
may be deemed the ftandard of Chriftian orthodoxy, had fo 
much light and underftanding in the myftery of redemption, 
communicated to him, as to fee a ground in nature, for the re- 
d.mption of all human nature, and therefore he firmly be- 
lieved it ; but as his fentiments cf the love of God, led to the 
refticution of the fallen Angels, he, in fome part of his writ~ 
ings feems to doulbi the poflibility of it; fays he, * | am hear- 
ily glad of it; and am alfo fure enough, that it will thea 
« come to pals in its own time; for if he could not be thought 
*‘ tobe a good man, who did not do all that he could, tomake 
« finners become holy and happy in goodnefs, we may be fure 
“enough that the boundlefs goodnefs of God, will fet no 

: Cc 


* Hilliam Law.—Way to Divine Knowledge, page 63. 4. $+ 
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bounds to irfelf, but remove every mifery, from every crea- 
tare that is capable of ir,” 


His doubt of the poflibility of reNoring lapfed intelligences, 


rons thas: “ As to your laf queftion, Whether I believe the 
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final reRoration of all the fallenangels? I fhall only tay, 
hut neither ancient nor modern writers, on either fide of 
the qtefion, hive touched the true merits of the caule, or 
fooke to that point, on which the decifion of the matter 
wholly refls: For it can neither be fufficiently afirmed, nor 
fullicrently denied, by any arguments drawn either from 
the div'ne attributes, or texts of fertpture; for they cannot 
come to the point in queftion. But the true ground and 


‘merit of the caufe fics folely in the pofibility of che thing, 


h no one has attempted to prove, nor perhaps is any 


one able to.do it: Namely, to thew from a trug ground, 
that rhe diabolical nature 1s potlible to be altered. Duark- 
nefscan by no Omnipotence be made to be light; it can 
only he fuppreffed, or overcome by it, or forced to be hid 
under it, as Heaven hides or overcomes Hell; but fill the 


whic 


darkne(s has its fir nature, never to be changed. 

« Now, if any can thew, that the Devils are not efentially 
evil, as Darknefs ts eflentially dark, but have only an acci. 
dental diference from goodnefs, as fe has from water,or a 
dint from tranfparent glafs, then their reftoration is pof- 
ible, and they will intallibly have all thetr evil removed out 
or them by the goodnefs of God, 


« Bat untef, it could be thewn from a true ground in na- 
ture, chat fallen Angels muft have fomething of the Heaven- 
ly Life in them, thoogh fhut up in a thoufand times harder 
death, than fire is in the hardeft flint, no length of time or 
any thing elfe, can produce any alteration or ceilation of 
how evil nature, 
“ For time cannot alter the nature or effence of things, it 
oauly faffers that to come to pafs which is poflible and con- 


‘ filteat with the nature of things, no length of time can make 


a circle to have, or give forth, the properties of a right line; 
‘ Now if the fallen angels have nothing heavenly in them, 
put fand in as full a contrariety to all that ts heavenly, as 


the c/rele does to the properties of the right line : vhen 
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« eoodnefs is as impoflible to be ever awakened in them, as in 
« abeall: the bealt mull always be what it was at fir, and jor 
« this reafon, becaute nothing but the beftial nature isin ic? 
«< if therefore the fallen angels are totally hellith, as the beafis 
« ave bellial, they mult always be what they are without any 
“ alteration. . 


- 


"his therefore you may ref upon,as a certain truth, th>e 


‘the ome on/y reaion, why the failen angeis have as yer had 


« nothing of the fpirit or light of God breathed into or bora 
* in them, is, becavie they are yet utterly incapable of foch a 
‘‘ birth, or of being helped by the divine good: efs, for as flame 
“ cannot communicate nielf to Hint, nor the fp'rit of God to 
‘+ a bealt, becaufe the fi nt fands in the utmo!! conrrariety to 
“ flame, and the beat iaa total incapaci'y of holinefs: fo fhe 
* fallen angel ts ip its working lite, altogether incapable of 
“ recewing the fpirit and life of God into ir, were it not thus, 
“angels hod been helped as early as man, for the goodnefs ior 
“ the light and fpirit of God lofes no time, but ttands always 
‘in the fame {uilnefs of communication of iielf to every cfea- 
* ture that is capable of receiving ir, 

“ And therefore it is, that tallen man wasimmediarely helped, 
* becaufe he fell.into earth'y fith and blood, in which the 
“ijight of this world is kindled; which light has fomething 
a) 


of Heaven in it, and was kindled by the light of Heaven.” 
Now, tho’ it may, and has been faid, that this is a matter 
which doth not belong to us, and is nor neceffapily conne ded 
with the falvation of mankind; nor was it intended as {uch by 
him who made it: Yet as fome make the myfléry of degraced 
intelligences an arpament againft the abfolute poodnels of 
Ged, and others feem to have the tame donbrs concerning 
the falvation of fuch as die in their Ons, and fo m terip tre 
are faid to be under the fame condemnation with the lallen 
ange's, I judged it pre ver not wholly to omit it. 

The nature of {pirits, even of ons own fpirits is fach. thar 
perhaps in this prefent fate we may never be able faily to 
afcertain what they are capable, or what they are incapad!* 
of. And if neither the natare of God, nor his revelations in 
{cripture can he!p us, I believe we fhould find it as hard frou 
the known nature of the thing, to prove the falva:ioa of maw 
as of fallen angels. 
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All the heavenly qualities, both of the light and air of this : 


world would, | believe, be infufficient either to prove, that 
man isredeemable, or would certainly be redeemed, without 
fome arguments drawn fromthe nature of God, and the reve- 
lation of feripture. Now, if the known nature of man and 
the world, into which he has fallen, do not produce a direct 
proof of the certainty of his falvation, without the aid of 
icripture, and tome knowledge of the divine nature; how can 
it be expected, that the little, which we know of degenerate 
fpirits is, or ought to be the only principle whereon to found 
a proof of their rettoration? Or why thould it be laid down 
as a principle that the knowledge ot the nature of God, and 
the revelation of icripture, du not reach the point, when if it 
were not for thefe two, we would not know for ic anv degree 
of certainty what the nature of tuch beings are, or whether 
any fuch beings exited at all’orno. Strong comparifons tend 
greatly to miflead the minds of men when wrongly applied. 


Thus the comparing the difference between the nature of a 
falien angel, and goodnels to that, which fubfikts between a 
circle and a ftraight line, tends to give the mind an idea of im- 
pollibility, A circle bas fuch properties as are abfolutely in- 
cowpatible with a ftraight line; and can only be a circle by 
its deviation from it, and can be altered by no po‘libility ; be- 
fides, it being an imaginary figure, no length of time can give 
it amy reality to work upon, in order to effe& a change: now 
it is not fo with fallen angels; a fallen angel is a real fenfible 
being, and may be altcred or changed from one fenfation to 
another, without deflroying his nature. This is molt certainly 
the cafe with all beings capable of feeling. A wicked profi- 
gate man may becom: a devout and holy one, even to fuch a 
degree, that not one of his evil lufls and inclinations will re- 
inain in him, and yet he continué aman. Even fo a fallen 
fpirit may lofe all fenfe of pain and mifery, pride, arrogancy, 
and high-mindednefs, become joyous and happy, holy. pure, 
and humble, and yet remain a {pirit in his nature and effence 
all the while. But a circle cannot lofe any property without 
lofing its effence, therefore to compare the fiate of fallen an- 
gels in the manner aforefaid, tends to take us from the truth 
of their cafe, and to fix an impoffibility, by means of a fimile, 
where the comparifon is not jult by being foreign tothe matter. 
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Having thus far, as I conceive, cleared ourfelves of the diffi- 
culty thrown in our way, by one who wifhed that there might 
no difficulty appear inthe cafe,—I fhall proceed to thew fome 
principles on which a Reftoration of fallea Angels will b= pro- 
bable, and alfo may be poflible. 

ift. Then, if the fallen Angels were effentially and irrifiti- 
bly fet npon evil, they mult in every ation fteadily artd incet- 
fantly run counter to God and goodnefs, and their fubmiflion 
to God in any point, would be altogether impoffible; con{e- 
quently, we would never have heard of Devils being fubje& 
to Jeius and his Apoltles. But as we hear that they were, 
we muf either rejeet the teftimony, or acknowledge that Satan 
does not always rebel; for to be actuated with the {pirit of 
rebellion and the {pirit of obedience at one and the fame time, 
is impoflible. Now, if it is poflible for him to be fubject to 
God in fome :hings, why not in all? 

zdly. All beings capable of pleafure and pain, mu%t bya 
neceffity of nature feek the one and avoid the other. This is 
as certain, as that pleafure is not pain; and is as true of fallen 
angels, as of fallen men, in as mach as they befought Jefus 
not to caft them outinro the deep, but to fuffer them to enter 
into the herd of {wine: Mast. viii. 31. 32. And in as much as 
they expoltulate with him about their apprehenfions of his de 
ing come to torment them before the time, feeing therefore 
they thun torment, they muft feek for happinefs; and if the 
d.fire of happinefs in man be a proof that he was created for 
it, and will enjoy it, why not for fallen angels allo? 

Moft agree that God’s defign, in creation, was the happine's 
of his creature. If fo, then every creature that feeks and wilhes 
for happincfs, feeks and withes as God does, and in that great 
and eflertial point, wills as he wills, and fo cannot be totally 
and abfolutely evil. Here would I found the poilibility of a 
finner’s redemption, which is equally pofiible for man and an- 
g<), and which feems to be a more folid foundation than the 


Jight and air of this world, yet 1 wouldnot deny ¢has, its pro- 
per fhare. 


Flappinefs being the aim of all, none can be irrecencilably 
again{t the obtaining of it, he may be in great dacknefs about 
the means, and perhaps choofe the contrary, but as he cannot 
delight in his own mifery, fo it muft proceed from ignorance, 
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not matlignity. He who fecks what Ged origine!ly defigned 
fjorhim, and yet obtains it not, muft feck it by m fi.ke where 
it is not to be found. But as he jecks it, he fo far obeys, and 
muft tranfgreis by miltake or weakoe!s. This, therefore. we 
fet down as certain, that he who leeks for happinefs, feck for 
what God defigned for him, and can no more have Joft riat 
which ts of God tn him, than he has Jofl that principle of his 
nature, Which feeks for happinefs, 

Now feetng that all beings feek for hap pp inefs, and fall fhort 
of it only by mitaking the way, it lies upon the adverfarics 
to prove, that they will always millake, and that in an infi. 
nity OF attempts, in infinite ways, they thall always muttake; 
but this [think they will hardly attempt, as we have infinity 
to one aguinit them; and yet uatil they ether gan or will 
prove this, they ought to fufpend their judgments and be 
filent 

This therefore being fo, we may infer,that one day or other, 
they will find what they have fo long lought tor: becaufe the 
goodnefs of God ts juit, that all it doeth, is tor the benefit of 
thofe who are the iubjetts of its operations; and feeing that 
he hath allotted a time for the torment of fallen angels, that 
time and that torment mult be for their good; fer it is impof- 
iible tor goodnels to infie any degree of milery vpon any 
creature, which it could be free from, by any means, unlels 
that mifery. tended to thé final good and happinefs of fach 
creature. If God is good, he only infli&s mifery, in order to 
produce happinefs in the end; we might therefore conclude, 
that all who are afflifed by him, will one day or another be 


made happy by him. 


But as fome feem to depend more on the nature of the crea- 
ture than the goodnefs of God, we are certain, from all we 
know of them, that their nature and feelings are fimilar to 
thofe of wicked men; and we know that nothing but mifery, 
of one degree or another, can produce a reformation in them; 
and ‘hat one degree or another thereof, can and will infallitly 
produce it. Therefore the more God inflits mifery, and the 
greater the degrees thereof, the quicker and more certain he 
happinefs of thofe who undergo the operation; and though 
fome may ftand out long, and require much to humble them, 


yet an addition to their diflrefs, or a longer continuance in it, 


ve = 





cece i LLL LLL LLL TT, — 


No. 2, Fefus, Fuflice, Sinner: 65 
will bring down the moft lofty, and humble the proudeft and 
highet looks; nor can any of our opponents prove, that the 
Jake that burneth with fire and brimftone, is inadequate to the 
lait that is allotted it, viz. to purge out all pride and arrogance, 
by that {piri of judgment and of burning, which wil) confume 
the foundation o° the mountains, and burn to the loweft hell. 
ljaiah iv. 4. This ts that all fubduing fcourge of Chrilt, which 
will never give up its fubduing power and virtue, till fin and 
forrow no more affias the creatures of God. 

We are therefore emboldened to fay, that the time will 
come ia the agonizing periods of sternity, when the loftinefs 
of man {hall be bowed down, and the haughtinefs of men fhall 
be made low, and God alone fhall be exalted in that day. 

fai. ti, or. ** Every valley thall be exalted, and every moun- 
* rain and hill fhall be made low; and the crooked fhall be 
“« made ftraight, and the rough places plain; and the glory 
** ot the Lord fhall be revealed, and all ficth fhall fee it toge- 
“ther; for the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it.” Ibid x!. 
45° 

[To be continued. } 





JESUS, JUSTICE, SINNER, 
. From QUARLE’s Emblems, with fome Variations, 
Pfalms cxliit. 2. Emter not into judemeut with thy Servant ; 
for in thy fight hall no max living be juftified, 
JEsus—JusTIC&E—SINNER. 


Tefus: 
Bellic forth the prifoner, Jaftice- 


Juice. Thy commands are done, juft Judge.—See here the 
piifoner ftands. 


Fefas. What has the prifoner done? Say, what's the caufe 
of his commitment? 

Fuftice. Hehath broke the laws of his too gracious God; 
con!pired the death of that great Majefty that gave him breath, 
and heaps tranfgrefsion upon tranfgrefsion: Lord, his fins are 
crying ; even by his own confefsion, they cry aloud to Heaven 
for blood. 

Fefus. What fay’ thou, Sinner? Haft thou aught to plead, 
that fentence fhould not pais? Hold up thy head, and thew 
thy brazen, thy rebellious face. May aught for thee be [aid ? 
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Sinner: Ah me: I dare not: I am too vile and finful to 
tread upon the earth, much more to lift mine eyes to Heaven, 


I need no other witnefs than mine own confcience. Lord, [ 
mult confefs, | am no more than doft, and nothing lefs than 
my indi@ment ftiles me. Ah, Lord! if thou fhould’ft fearch 
with too fevere a brow, what ficfh could ftand? Thy com- 
mands | have tranfgrefled Lown; my merits plead thy ven- 
geance, not my caufe. 

Fufice. Lord, thall I fmite ; fhall I Rrike the juft deferving 
blow? 

Fefus. Hold juftice : Sinner, {peak on; haf thou nothing 
for to plead. 

Sinner. Vile as Iam, and of myfelf abhore'd, 

1 am thy handy work, thy creature Lerd, 

Stampt with thy glorious image, and at frf, 

Moft like to thee. though now a poor accurf}, 
Convifted Caitif, and degen'rate ereature, « 
Here trembling at thy Bar, no finner greater. ; 

" Fuftice. Stop finner, fhut thy mouth ; this makes thy fault 
more heinious in its nature; Lord, fhallI ftrike the juft de- 
ferving blow ?, 

' Jefus. Hold juftice, flay; fpeak finner; has thou nothing 
elfe to plead? 

Sinner, Nothing but mercy, mercy, Lord, I crave, my fate 
is miferabl y poor and wretched; | willingly renounce myfelf, 
the world, and fice from Lord to Jefus, from@iay felt to thee. 

Jufice. Ceafe thy vain hopes; my God has vowed, the 
guilty he’ll by no means clear; juftice muft be fatisfied ; the 
law of God cries blood for blood ; fhall I fmite, Lord, thai I 
{mite, 

Jesus. Stay, Juftice, hold, my bowels yearn; this is my fa- 
ther’s work, an objeé once and {till beloved by him, and fo by 
me, my fainting blood grows cold, to view the trembling 
wretch; methinks I fee my Father’s Image in the prifoner’s 
eye. 

Futice. Tcannot hold. 

Fefaus. Then turn thy thirky blade into my fides, Let there 
the wound be made, 
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Cheer up dear Soul, redzem thy life with mine, 
Bly Soul foali /mart, my heart /hall bleed for thine, 
Sinner. O groumdle/s deeps ! O love beyond degree ! 


Th offended dies, fo jet ta J gender [rete 





A H r M N, faited lo tle forez 


eg oing Occafon. 


I. i AIL fov’reign love, that firft bega 
A fcheme to refeue fallen Man, 


: ci a aie : . 
Hail matchle/s, free, eternal grace, 


# 


Which gave my foul, a biding places 


6 


: Again# the God, that built the fy, 
J fought with hands uplifted high ; 
Dejpis?d the manfions of bis grace 5 
Too proud te feek a hiding place. 

3. Enwrapt in black Egyptian night, 

More fond of dartne/s, than of Light, - 
Madly Iran, a fn‘ul race, 
Secur'd, without a hiding place: 
4. At length, eternal counfel rang, 
Almighty juftice, feize that Man; 
1 felt the horrors of diffrefs, 
And found | had no hiding place. 
5. Severe? juffice, food in view, 
To Sinai’s f'ry Mount 1 flew, 
But juftice cry’d with frowning face, 
This mountain is no hiding place. 
6. Lo! then, a heav'nly voice 1 heard ; 
A train of Angels foon appear’ d, 
Who led we on a pleafing pace ; 
To Jefus the fure hiding place. 

9. Should feo'n fold forms of Thunder roll, 
And fhate the Globe, from Pole to Pole, 
No thunder bolts /hall daunt my Face, 
For Jefus is my hiding place. 

8. 4 few more rolling Suns at moft, 

Will land us on fair Canaan's coaf?, 

Where we Mall fing, the Songs of Grace, 

And fee our glorious hiding place. 

b 
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"aes ‘ . ‘serve ‘ I, if - 
Q frinmphinga § 970275 Of fF) 2Gii LbtHhy, 
“ ‘ «> ' 
) ps ; - oF j . 
A rociaim tre fut ana ound 1716, 


Of all the fallew ruin’d race, 


la Ged we fird our £ idi ng P lace. 


Aon EPISTLE tothe Free Univerfal Churches 
of Chriit, throughout America, 
Belovedin ihe Lerd Fears 
A Sa lover of Zion, and fellow fofferer with you in the 
LA. bo ids of the Gofpel of Chrift, [Heb. xt. 3.) permit me 


Chgratiate you, im your molt happilying difcoverics of 


unchan zing, and wobounded love of God, to his creature 


, 
lieve me, dear Vv beloved, it elves me the moft extreme 
pleature, to hear of your becoming zeal, for the promotion 


of fo glorious a caufe, as you have profcfled yourfelves the 
ac wocates of ; may your almighty and propitious leader, give 
youevery fuccefs, that you faint not. 


You have publickly veatured forth unto Jefus, without the 
camp [ Heb. xiii 13, 14, 15, 16.] whereby you have exprefled 
your willingoe% to bear the reproach of Chrifl; O remember, 
brethren, that you have no continuing city here, but we feek 
one to come, whoie foundation and builder is God; by Jefus 
therelore, let as offer the facrifice of praife to God continually, 
even the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name, but to 
do good, and to communicate, forget not, for with fuch facri- 
hceee, God is well pleafed. 


You have many enemies, and many difficulties to encounter, 
but thall chis deter you, from the laudable, — the grand,— 


the holy parfutt ? can this excite you ever to make a difgrace- 
ful retveat, in any dégree, from that caufe in which you have 
embarked? No! I tratt not; your love towards the name of 
saviour, and vour zeal for his holy caufe, which you have 
e‘peuted, will aot fulfer it: will }ou not rather count all things 
y's and dung for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrik Jefus the Lord? tur whom we ought to be willing 


ir herother Py sl wa haat. til 3, 8) to fuffer the Ie {s of 


ai ‘ 


, 
' 2 


»andto count them as dung, that we might win 


oS? 


ay 
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- ‘por 
t ny Lin Earth 


Chrit; for no man having put his handto the Plow, and 


‘ \ . Cc. . ’ - . 2 ' . e : 
ooking back, ts fit tor the kingdom of God [Luke ix. 62 } 
M thet s lhear you replying fome hing like this, **yea, we wil 
‘ 


é ole ratherto die under our arms. than difvracefully it 
* our polls; we have engaged in the caufe, and we are 1 ': 
s* Vv 1 h ty oxy al i , }; . ft } j 
- Ved, Dy the Wl Of God Lo perievere; the 1 torn al > 
i } " . ’ } 
- blaits of the terrible ones faould meet us ; yea, even am C 
a ae ~t <a she . a So — } . . . . 
: tt. oune r of our ij nies, We Wii ‘lana undany! 2 tO cii€ 


« [ord ot Holts is an our fide, and our can ic is.”— 
' , } ° ee = a 
Ficre fufier me to offer you a few necetiary thi 12S: 


Insimuch as you at the prefent are but a little Sock, and 


, 


your cnemies not few; you will find it peculiarly neceflary, and 


much to your adyantage, as a peop: +, to take the advice of jo- 


. ‘ , ,) 4 . . 
feph to his brethren, See that ye fall not out by the way (Gen. 
: - J 
xle. 24} labour thersfore, for the unt.y of the {piric in the bond 
; | 1 Q ' . . 
Oo: peace; and thougza in the flein dwells no good thine, yet, 
may you in the ipirit, with the mind, ferve the law of Gx 
In order for this, dear brethren, put on true humility, ler 


each efteem other better than himfleif, and let your lole aim 


wry 


. j 


be [in'all you do] tas which fhall be for the glory © 
God, and the comfort, edification and well being of che 
whole church; but, yet, even in this, you may find 
ficulties, efpecially when you are troubled with fuch peri 
among you as the Apofile fpeaks of in 2 Tim. iii. 2,..2 


: 25.2, 
fiom fac (fanth the Apoflle) turn away, Theie hearts are bed 
away with pride, thefe prove injurious to the humble 
ers of the meek and lowly Jefus ; for when thofe th 
humble, do condefcend to them, tm preierring t! 


’ 


to the exhortation of the Apottic (Rim. xit, 10.) inflead of 
their being found in the exercifle of the fame (pirit, as they 
oux ht to be, towarcs Whew orethren, they will Me in watt, and 
mike ule of every advantage, to obtain amd fdecure the pr.- 
eminence to themiclyves; thus iby t'eic pride, your 


; 


confolation and their ulciulmefs ts dellroyed. Phefe are th 


moft dangerous then in churches, and ge nerally ina pieace 
or lefler degree, prove fatal to the Church, of which they are 
members. 

Pride prompts them to think, that their jadgements are 
far fuperior to their brethren’s, that themfclves are the on!» 


fit perfons to fit at the helm of goverumcat, amd the oc 
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perfons fit to judge or determine, every matter of a difficult 


nature; hence are they led from fep ro ftep, to contemn .and 
reject the judgments of their brethren, and as Lords over 
Coco's heritage, to fet up their own as a fandard. Thus they 
prevent the ulfefulnefs of all their brethren in the church ; and 
their own corrapt judgements, which proceed from pride, 
becomes the ftandard in the Church of Chrift,/é. ¢.) when they 
obtain the objet of their purfuit. 

When this is the cafe, the glory of God, and the enod of 
the Church ceafes, (with fuch m on) to be the leading motive, 
but with them the Jee ling motive is, how they thall obtain and 
fecure the pre-eminence to themfelves, and how they fhall fe- 
cure the lead in their own hands ; and this they do with fome 
kind of zeal too ; for they by their vanity, afte led to think 
themfeives the ficteit perfons for that place; But 

Their pride generally becomes an abomination, which maék- 
eth defolate, Such men too, will often urge you to forbearance 
and condeicenfion, and like a crocodile, will exprefs great 
grief, it you do not exereife that {piric towards. them; and 
jome are weak enough to be afle@tsd and captivated by their 
fophiiry: Bur, 

Their meaning ir, they with you to forbear with, and con- 
def{cend to them in their fenfual purfuits, fo that they may the 
more wninter uptedly enjoy an advantage over you: buat no- 
tice / you will not find thefe very apt to fet you the example 
of forbearance and condefcenfion themfelves, except it may 
b: for a little whic, in order to prevail npon, and bring jou 
iutoa line of forbesrance with, and condefcenfion to them, in 
order that they may afterwards have the better opportunity 
to obtain their defired! obje& ;—the pre-emineace and maflery 
over you. To this acrees—Pilalm x. 7, 8. g. 10. Uf. 

Brethren, beware of /ach men; and watch againf that 

fpirit in your felves. 

Uie every precaution to defend yourfelves, and be as careful 
not to injure others. Be wife as ferpents, and harmlef{s as 
doves ; the eyes of the world are upon you; your enemies are 
waiting for your hale'‘ng ; many of your realiriends view you 
at this critical moment, in this capricious age, with emotion ; 
but brethren, though they as yet, do not a!l act openly in con. 
Cert with you, their gocd wifes nor eXcriloms are not want- 
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ing; Chrift is your advocate; angels are fent forth under his 
direflion, to minifter for vou according to your neceflities 
(Heb. i. #4.) Truth is your detence, and God is your ttrong 
tower; therefore, fear not, nor be difmayed ‘at all the aflia- 
ing {cenes which may oceor. Remember, that it is through 
much tribulation we mut enter into the kingdom of God 
[Acts xiv, 22.] many are the affliaions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivereth them out of them all, 


Quit yourfelves like men, put on the whole armour of God, 
and fight with courage the good fight of faith, knowing that 
you have a captain who never yet was baffled, and who always 
war, and always will be vitorious: Many weapons may be 
formed again you, but none of them fhall proiper: every 
tongue that rifech in judgment againft you, you /ball con- 
demon: this is the heritage of thofe that wait upon, and ferve 
God. God has promifed, ard he will not be unfaithful. 

The time draweth nigh, dearly beloved, when the mountain 
of th Lord’s houfe thall be®fablithed in the top of the moun- 
tains, and fhall be exalted above the hills, and al! nations thall 
fliwunoit, I mean the true and vifible church of Chri, 
which is fo called for its eminency, heavenline(s, ftability, and 
permanency. Then many people fhall go and fay, comic ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houle of 
the Godot Jacob, a d he will teach us of his ways, and we 
wili walk ia his paths, tor out of Zion fhall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem; and he fhall jadge 
among the nations, and {hall rebuke many people, and they 
fhatl beat their fwords into plowthares, and their {pears 
into pruning hooks. Nation hall not lift up {word againit na- 
tion, neither {hall they learn war any more. 


Then fhall the heavenly Jerufalem appear im her trae ex- 
eellency, and in her primitive glory, and the law of the Lord 
fhall be known unto men, and the power of his word fhall be 
feen ; for out of Zon the perfe€tion of beauty God will thine, 
and his fhining forth fhall be to the utmoft parts of the earth, 
even fo as to bring all che ends of the earth to remember, and 


tarn ro the Lord ; then fhall all fefh come up to mount Zion, 
and thall worthip God there. 


Beloved, it is clear to me, that it is but a very little while, 


cr 
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before our little infant churches fhall form one glorious church, 
which thal) Mretch forth her arms for and wide, and likethe 
i miajeitic Ock, branch ont on all fides, and extead her inflv- 
we ence to the remotelt beunds. O may a profpcé of thefe 
things fimulate you to prefs forward toward the mark for the 
prize, looking to ' fus, who for the joy thar wos fet betore 
him, endored the cro(s, deipifing the fhame, and pow is fet 
down in pofiefon of his joys. 


Your fucceflion, brethren, in thefe your attempts, for the 





naine of Jefus, if you continue, doubslets, will not tail to con. 


duce much tothe eflablifhing, and promutien, of that caule 
which you have efpouted throughout this extenfive continent; 
therefore, if you love your God, it you love his holy religion, 
Tbe'eech you, in the name ot the Savionr, to prefs forward; 


Jet the joys which are fet before you, excire you; let tie glo- 


’ 
rious profpeéts which are fet before you, kindle a Hame ot 


} fi 


holy dere in each breaft: Brethren, in order fo this, give 


5 
all diligence to every religious duty, and forfake not ihe allcm- 

bing of yourfelves together as the manner of fome (who love 

not the Lord, who obey not his countels, nor defire his pre- 
fen e) ic, but often convene in the name of the Lord, and wait | 
in his appointed orler, tor a b! fliog at his hand; and no 
doubt, when you arethus met, his prefenceioa leffer or ereater 
degree, will be -fforded you. Your heavenly interceifor, and 
truc advocate, will fay fomething like this, “* Hark! they are | 


“calling for me; behold my little defpifed flock now mei in 
‘my name looking tor fuccour to me; Father, | muft at- 
“tend them. | 
& Swift ler me fy with love divine, | 
*- Ani cheer each drooping child of mine.” 
When you are met, if there be any gifts, let them he daly 
exercifcd ro the ule of the body, in the fpirit ef true hamilia- 
tion.. Suffer not pride to prevail; for pride is of that perni- 
cious nature wherever it abounds, whether:in tndividu-ls, in 
churches, or in conventions of churches, that it always tends to 
deflroy, as well as preyent much good; but humility ‘is al- 
ways conducive of much good, wherever it abounds. 


O-Brethrea,.watch.and pray again pride! that worft af 
evils; an evil which has already become very injurious to fume 





No. 2. An Epiftle te the Free Univerfal Churches, cc. » 73 
in whom [ have been much grieved to fee it; and that not 
much to the credit, well-being, or fatisfation of our Churches 
belonging to the Convention. 

If there be any divifions among you, labor to overcome evil 
with good; if any ‘trifes, labor to quench the fire of wrath 
and itrife, with the water of love, carried in the veifel of hu- 
miliation ; an infallible cure, this; if duly applied :—let thole 
that are ftronz, labor to bear the infirmities of the weak; and 
when all manner of evil thall be (poken of you falfely, by way 
of perfecution, fee that ye retarn not, railing for rating; or, 
reviling for reviling; but econtrarywile, bleffing ; let their 
falfe charges be, to you, as fo many lefluns to keep you in re- 
membrance of your duty, and to teach you to guard againf 
thofe evils, wherewith you are talfely charged ; fo thall your 
enemies be difappoited in all their attempts, and all things 
fhall be rendered fabfervient to your goad, and God's glory ; 
and thefe your light aflictions, which are but for a moment, 
fhall tend only to work fot you, a far more exceeding, and 
eternal weight of glory: 

Watch againft the fpirit of lightnefs, and trifling jefting, an 
inlet to many evils, but an oatlet to that which is good ; for 
when the mind is filled with this, it is impofMfible for the foul to 
be daly engaged in the exercife of the fpirit of prayer, and of 
thanksgivings; again, it is a powerful means, in the hands of 
Satan, to take us off of our watch, and to prepare our minds 
to be enfnared by temptation, befides all this, it leads thé world 
to doubt the fincerity of our hearts, when {peaking of the muh 
weighty and important things; fo are they in a meafure led to 
fcruple the reality of thofe things: by this prevailing evil, at 
this very time, the Church of Chrif dellro,s her own impor- 
tance, in the eye of the world, 


Be fober therefore, brethren, and watch unto prayer; pre- 
fent your bodies as living facrifices to God, which is your rea- 
fonable fervice, and may your all be dedicated to him, for it 
is his, and you are his; let your lives and converfations ever 
be a bright teflimoniny to the world, that you do know and 
love the living and trae God, and his dear fon, your Lord . 
and may your teftimony ever be fanfioned before the wor'd, 
( who can uoderftand oaly the letter of religion ) with fubriccy 
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and gravity, fhewing fincerity and found fpeech, which cannot 
be condemned ; fo fhall your teRimony be received, being duly 
feafoned. 

Suffer not yourfelves toreft fatished with the mere fyft:m or 
theory of religion, but with all your might purfue the {pi, it of 
it, tor it is that only which can profit you. 


Labour, brethren, to promote, and not fupprefs, the fpirit 
of free and impartial enquiry among you, and may God him. 
felf be your counfellor, and his fpirit your guide, to lead you | 
into all truth: may he confirm your fouls, in the foul drawing 
and heart purifying faith of a Univerfal Saviour; fo may you | 
be led to jove the Saviour, to love his religion, and to love 
one another: and now, dear brethren and fifters, that the God 
of all true confelation may ever give you that peace, and that 
he may ever promote that love and union among you, which 
may conduce to his glory, and your joy, is the ardent prayer | 
of yours, in the beft of bonds, and ft ifelt friendthip, 

ABEL SARJENT. | 

Zo the Univerfal Churches of Chriff throughout 

the United States of America. 





4 LETTER /rom a Univerfalif, tea Free Enguirer. 
STR, 
YOU defired methelalt time Ifaw you, to give youa fair and 
candid ftatement of the principles of the Univerfalifts, or the 
grounds on which they found their opinions; this I thal] 
chearfully do, and you will receive it as my opinion of the 
matter, 

This [ fal! do, by ftating fome foundation principles, in 
the Chriftian religion, wherein | tuppofe almoft ali denomina- 
tions of Chriluans will agree. 

1, That Adam, the firft parent, and head of all mankind, 
dia, by tran{greffing the righteous Jaw ot God, fall under all 
the curfes of thar law; and that all mankind, as confidered 
in, and deicending from him, finned with him, and fel! with 
him in his fir wranfgreffion, and fo alike became liable to all 
the curfes of the fame righteous law. 
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2. That all mankind, as confidered in tifis ftate, are ren- 
dered forever incapable to do any thing to extricate them- 


felves therefrom, i. e. to deliver themfelves from the curfe of 
the law. 


3- That let the number of the human race be many, or few, 
that fhali or will be faved, it is by free and fovereign grace in 
Chrifl Jefus alone, (the glorious plan of falvation being the 
retult of infinite wifdom ) independent of man, and a revela- 
tion of that precious grace, depending wholly on the power of 
God, and the application thereof to our fouls, to the operati- 
ons of the divine fpirit; fo that every one that is faved, will 
rejoice, faying, not unto us, butunto thy name be all the gto- 
ry. Taus far, | fuppofe I thali novdiffer from you, or othezs of 
my fellow profefing clirtiliaas. 

Now from the above flatement, I ground my opinion in fa- 
vour of aniverfal falvation: and | fate it thas; that falvation 
depends alrogether on the power and wiil of, God, indepen- 
dent of any thing feen in, or done by the creature ; and if the 
above is true, God only can determine how many, or how few, 
fhall be faved; confequentty if all are not faved, it muft be 
that God has not will, or that he has not power, to fave ail 
men ; but I dare not fay he has not will, or power; for we 
are toldia 1 Tum, ii. 4. that God does will thatal!l men thould 
be faved, and come to the knowledge of the trath; and God 
{ays that he will do al! his pleafure, fee Ifai. xlvi. 10. there- 
fore, all men will be faved. I add no more, but thal! wait for 
an anfwer, and fub{cribe myfelf yours, in gofpel friendthip, 
A UNIVERSALIST. 

Sept, 1, 179%. 

Mr. 





, Free Enquirer. 











A LETTER, from a Lover of Truth, to a Correfpondent: | 
Sir, ' 

I. RECEIVED yoars of September 1f, 1793, and am 
obliged to you forthe Ratement you have given me of your 
fentiments, and think it is very fairly done, and to me it ap- 
pears unanf{werable, but { am at a lofs, if what you have there 
faid is trae, to under hand many paflages in the holy feripturess 
fued as fpeak of eternal damnation, of the endleis punthuent 
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ei the wicked, and of the difference there appears to me be- 
tween the rightedus and the wicked in Jife, in death, and art the 
refurre@ion. I wilh you to give me fome anfwer to thefe ob- 
jGions, as I have fome notion of patting them in the Free U- 
niverfal Magazine, if you are willing. 

Yours, in purluit of the truth, 


A LOVER OF TRUTH. 





September 13, 1793. . 
Yo a Corre/pondent. 
[ To be continued. J 
To the Editor of the FREE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 
SIR, 
IF you think the following Anecdote worthy, you will give 
it a place in your Magazine. 
REPLY. 
Sir, with pleafure I give it a place, becaufe I conceive it 
may be ufeful, not only to minitters, but alfo to their hearers, 
in teachiig them to “ take heed what they hear.” 





Tue Epitor. 


A Ww. & ©: @-@. ey 
SOME time paft, being in a populous town in America, 
io converfation with a gentleman ( where I lodged }) upon res 
ligious matters, he informed me that a fhort time before, a 
very noted Door came there to preach; chat on firlt day 
moreing, he went to hear the Doétor, when the Door en- 
tertained his audience from Mal. iii, #8.“ Then fhall ye re. 
‘tura, and difcern between the righteous, and the wicked, 
between him that ferveth God, and him that ferveth him 


, 















Do! 


And although the Do&or preached two fermons from the ' 
chat day, the genticman informed me that he got fatisned 

with the morning (ervice ; his lady not going out that day, it 

was noticed by the Doétor, who paid the gentleman a wiltt 


mior-ing, and complained much how the gofpel was 
iwhted, laying, Mr. ———_ was only out at the morning fer- 


i 


vie 
‘ 
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, 


vicc, and Mrs, ——— not out ail day. The gentleman replied 
le DuGor, Sir, I velieve if we had a good law preacher the 
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fa 


people would come out betrer. The Do@or anfwered, Sir, 
but I preach the goipel. You do, replied the gentleman ; 
pray then tell me who them re are, that are mentioned in your 
text? Them ve, fays che Door, it is the righteous. Ah! 
replied the gentleman, t thoughe they had rerurnmed, and did 
already difcern between goud and evil, between the fervice of 
God, and that that was aot fo. W hy, yes, to be fure, replied 
the Do&or—it mutt be the finner. The finner, replied the gen- 
tleman, the finner; take care Doéter, you will be a | niver! :- 
lift. If the righteous have returned, and the finner thai re. 
turn, this will make the whole; This made the Doftor paule, 
and at 'ength anfwers, ah—an—ah—ao, ! have not confider- 
edit. ‘To which I replied to myfelf, if preachers did h re 
generally confider and examine what they fay in preaching, 
we fhould have more truth, and more confillency, than. we 
generally have from the pulpit. 


© 
‘ . 
4 


. 





A QUERY, concerning the rich Man and Lazarus, 
Tothe EDITOR, or any of the Subfcribers. 
Bret! ren, 

I WOULD wit to know how you can roflibly reconcile 
that inftance of the rich man and Lavsius in Luke xvi. wich 
the doétrine of Univerfal Salvation; if you will pleafe to an- 
{wer the fame, you will greatly gratify yours, 

A SUBSCRIBER, 

Septembes 26, 170% 


( To be anfwered in our uext number. ) 








4 QU ERY, cencerning the Sheep and Goats, fpoken cf in 
Matt. xxv. chap. 
Toth BODY of FREE ENQUIRERS. 
Friends, 

I F you will pleafe to inform me how the Parable of the 
Sheep and Goacs can be reconciled to the do&trine of Univer- 
fal Reftoration, you will, beyond expefation, oblige 

A FREE ENQUIRER. 
(See Matt. xxv. chap. ) 
September 28, 1793. 
Thefe Queries are ihaukfully received, and art to be anfwered 


inthe next number. Tue Epitoe. 
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CHURCH COVENANT, 


For the Free Untversat Cuurca of CHRIST, 


y+ 4 ’ 4 ; , J - ; 
Jidopted vy fome of our Lburcoes, ana brejented te the 


f 


Confideration of others, 


Be NS a aD a. Se ee ee, 


fs ORASMUCH as it hath been the good pleafure of God 


v 
a. Our Saviour, to reveal unto us [ whole names are found 
unto the following Covenant fubfcribed] the boundiefs riches 
of his free and wniverial grace given all men in Carit Jefus 


before the world began, and which has been fince manitelted 


. . . ) 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jefus, who hath abolifhed 
i ? 


and hath brought life and immortality to light, thro 


oa 


} 


ticd h, 


’ 
| 


the gofpe! ; and whereas it hath pleafed him, now to reveal 


the fame unto us, by his {pirit, which is light; which hath 
taught us, that denying ungodlinels, and woridly lufts, we 
{hould live foberl,, righteoufly and godly, in this prefene 
world; looking for that blefled hope, and the glorious ap- 
rearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift; and 
being now inflructed by his fpirit, to wait for him in that very 
order, which himlelf hath ordained. It hath therefore ap- 
peared unto us neceffiry and becoming, as the difciples of the 
Lord, in humble fabmiflion to his counfels and difcipline, to 
join ourfelves in folemn Covenant together, into one felect 


body, Flock, Family or Church, in order for the neceflary 
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purpofes above-hinted, and hercin after mentioned, and more 

ily fectorth; indasa fpecimen, expreflive of the nature 
and fundamenta! principles of this Covenant and Union, we 
have thought proper to form this written Covenant; wherein 
allots contained, a thort fpecimen of the Fundamentals of that 
Faith, wherein we aad united in this Covenant, which are as 
follows : ™ 

oS Ba eee 
Art. 1.—O/ God tie Creator. 

We believe that there is one God, and that there is none 

ther but he; that there is but one perfon in the Godhead, 
aud @at the fullnefs of Godhead, is included in this one 
character, FATHER ; that God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable. Tn his Being, love, wildom, power, holi- 
nels, jallice, yoodnefs, and truth. A Being, who aéts, in all 
he does, entirely from his own Effence, independent of 
caule or motive, by him feen in any of the acions of crea- 
tures to excite, or move him thereunto. 

Art. IL.—-Of God's Law. 

We believe that Ged gave to Man a divine Law, which is a 
tranicript of the moral, and connnunicable perfections of God, 
and the only rule on fyltem of life, of righteoufnefs, and of 
true and durable happinefs ; and is expreilive of the will and 
pleafure of God, and of the nature of his moral perfections, 
and fo is confiltene with all his counfels, and predeterminations, 

Art. Uff.--Of Rebellion againft God. 

We believe that all men have rebelled agaiu‘t God, in tranf- 
grefling his divine and holy jaw; and that in fo doing, they 
have finned againft the counfels and decrees of Heaven, and 
before, or in the fight of God ; and fo have all come fhort of 
his glory, from the leaft of them to the greatelt, 

Art. 1V.—Of the Mi diater. 

We believe that there is one Mediator between God and 
Men, the Man Chrift Jefus; who gave himfelf a ranfom for 
all, to be tellified in due time; whodied for our fins, and rofe 
again for our jufification, and in whom alone, and only, is 
falvation ; whois the Son of Ged; the fir and greateft In- 
telligence that was ever produced, or brought forth, by the 
infinite love, wifdom and power of the invifible Deity; and 
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who is the beginning of the Creation of God; the fir bern 
of every Creature, and the only true and exa& word, ex- 
preffion or image of the invilible God; by whom God com- 


municates himfelf to all other litelligences ; by whom alfo he 


made the world; by, and for whom all things were made, and 
who of God ts appointed head ove* all. [n him dwelleth the 
fullneis of the Godhead bodily. This is EMMANUEL, God 
withus ; or God maniielt inthe Aeth: To him, theretore, We 
muit cone to be informed of the mind, and nature of God; 
for he is appointed of God to be the head of every man, and 
fole governor of God’s church, torule God's people Iirae! : 
a{ounto him is given all power ‘or authority) in heaven and 
in the earth. ‘ 

A\{o we believe in the extraordinary, and ordinary, rays, re- 
fiexions, and inflvences of the deity thining forth thro’ Chrift, 
the fon of the deity, and fo operating according to the will of 
God in man; this we believe to be the Holy Ghoft. 

Art. V.—O/ the Unica of the divine and human Natures, and 
of the Breach repaired, 

We believe, that as the fulaecis of god-head is included in 
this one chara@er FATAER, even fo the fulnefs of the tub- 
fiance of all HUMAN nacure is inc!Inded in this one charader 
SON, which two natares in union iu the perfon of Chrilt, con. 
ftituies that one glurious character, or perfon EMMANUEL, 
which Union, we believe to be the foundation of the Gofpel, 
and key ot knowledge, in and by which, the great breach in 
che fubltance is repaired; by virtue of which, al! thall be finally 
brooghe into a tate of perfec order, and perfec blifs, in the 
enjoyment of God ; when God thal! become the ALL ia ALL, 
and fo fhall all be renftaced into order, and into perfect 
giory with Jefus theic head, when all chines fhall by him 
reheaded be. 

Art. Vi. —O/ the government and difcipline of Chrift's kingdom. 
We belive that thet very government ( with all the whole- 
me rules of difcipline therein contained ) delivered, and as 
elivered, illuflrated, and confirmed. bv the apoftles in the 
Churches of Chrift in the apoftolic age, was the true govern- 
ment and difcipline of the peaceable kingdom of Chrift, or- 
daixed of him for his fubjc&s to walk im, and to conform un- 
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to, and unto which every difciple of Jefus ought to be found 
in fubjedica. 
Art. VIL—Of future Torment. 

We believe that all who pertilt in rebellion again Ged,and 
in diiobedience to his gofpel, and who wil! not bow ia fubmif- 
fon to jedus, fhall experience a future torment ; and we be- 
lieve that every fuch ioul fhali be deflroyed from among the 
people [iee Ads im. 29.) by an unhappy feene which tuch thal) 
expericace, which we belive is fignified by Elau’s loting his 
birth-right ipoken of ig Heb. xii. 16.17. and by the lofs of the 
hogfe ia the walled city, that if not redeemed in a fal) year, 
was nol to go out to the former owner, no, not ever in the 
year of jubilee. [See Levit. xxv. 29. 30.] 


The fame thing, we believe, is exprefled in ‘* Revel. xxii. 
tS. igs For I teltify unto every maa that heareth the word 
vt the prophety of this book, ifany man fhall add unte thefe 
things, God thall add anto him the plagues that are written 
in this book. And if any man thall take away trom the words 
of the book of this prophefy, God fhail take away his pars 
* out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and frum 
«‘ the things which are written in this book.” 
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But we believe, that none of thofe who obey the gofpel, fh.ll 
ever be expofed to thofe or the like forrows, but they fill 
(according to the word ot God) reft and reign in life witha 
Jefus, and thall not be hurt of the fecond death. 

Furthermore, we believe, that « future torment will confit 
in a tormented confcience, occafioned by an impreflion of the 
purity of God upon the mind, which will be imprefled by the 
convincing power and feverity of the word, in the conicience, 
convincing the foul of the nature of that righteoufefs aceel- 
fary for che finner’s jullification before God, aad of the pro- 
pricty and juftice of the Ginner’s condemnation, fhort ot that 
righteoufnefs, fo thall the rebel be brought hambly to bow 
to God, inthe name of him who is Lord of all; { fhall that 
fpirit of oppofition to God and truce holinefs be defrayed out 
of the creature, and all thall be made fubjeé& to Jelu:, and to 
God's method of falvation by him; in this manner {hall dif- 
order be annihilated, order eftablithed, and God ( which is 
peric’ light) become ALL IN ALL. 
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Art. VIN-—O/ Chrij? as Fudge, and of the execution of jxdg- 
ment by him. 

We believe that Chrift is now exalted by the Father as a 
prince, a faviour, anda judge upon a throne, to order and 
e(tablith hiskingdom and government, with judgment, with 
jultice, and with equity, from henceforth, even for ever: and 
that it ishe which was ordained of God to be the judge of 
qpick and dead, and that hence the Father jndgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son, and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment, becaufe he is the fon of 
man. 

Furthermore, we believe, that Chrift will reign till he hag 
brought all the rebellious into a ftate of due fubjeétion to him- 
felf, fo as to humbly bow before him; fo thallthey be faved 
froin woe, and in that line of fubmiliion, be made to partake 
of the rich bleilings freely given them in Chrift Jetus. 

From this we learn, that the order or diicipline of the 
peaceable kingdom of Chrift, is the only channel ordained by 
him, through which he is pleafed to communicate his bleffings 
to the children of men, and a humble conformity to that or- 
der or difcipline,*is the oniy way for the Soul to obtain the 
rich gifts, freely given us in Chrift Jefus. 

So let us run, that we obtain, 

Again we believe, that a difobedience to the order of Chrift 
does, and wil] fubject every fuch difobedient child of God, to 
the fevere and equitable ftripes of Jefus Chrift, their great and 
only mafter. 

Art. 1X.—Of, what the Comfort, Succe/s, and Honour; of the 
Church confilts in. 

We believe that the comfort, fuccefs, and honour of God's 
children, in the enjoyment of fpiritual privileges, in a dark un- 
godly world, does chiefly confit in, and much depend vup- 
on, their fri@ and upright conformity to the government and 
difsipline of Jefus Chrift, whovs the head of the church, and 
fole governor of the univerfe. 

Art. X*—O/ the Inflitution of a Gofpel Church, and fer what 
Purpofes. 

We believe that the eRablifhment of a Gofpel Church, isan 

Inflitution of God, by Jefus Chrift, which he has ordained, for 


the joliowing purpofes, viz : 
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rt. For the eftablithment and confirmation of the gofpel, 
and for the fupport of truth in the world; fo that herein the 
church becomes the pillar and ground of the truth, as faith 
the apoftle in 1 ‘Tim. iit, 15. 

2d. For thedifplaying of light abroad, and the fetting forth 
of God’s glory betore men, by the continual miniftration of 
the word ef reconciliation. 

34. For the fuppreflion of that fpirit of oppofition to God, 
and for the reconciling of the world unto God by Jefus Chrift, 
under whofe direction the church is continually engaged in the 
minifiry of the word of reconciliation. 

4th. For the {piriteal preferv ation, confolation, and edifica- 
tion of God’s children, and tor the roeting, confirming, and 
building of them up in the molt holy faith in this world. 

sth. For the teftimony and manifeflation of the exaltation 
and henour of Chrifl, and for the eftablifhment and main- 
tenance of his kingdom and government in the world, uatil 
he comes toreign the univerfal king over the whole earth. 

6th. For the gradual fuppreflion of every vice and diforder 
in the world, and for the promotion and eftablifhment of jul- 
tice, equity, rectitude, and good order amongft mankind. 


( A 7th is wanting. } 
Art. X1,—Of, what a Gofpel Church is, 


We believe a gofpel church to confit of two or thrse of 
more believers in the gofpel of Jefas Chrift, united by cove- 
nant, and embodied together in the name of ‘the Lord Jefus, 
for the purpofes of maintaining the public worthip of God, 
ordaining its own officers, preferving peace and order among 
its own members, for the relieving of the diftrefled, and for 
the building up and comforting of one another in the ways of 
the Lord. A body free and independent, as touching any 
other power, fave God and Chritt. 





This body, as well as every individual member thereof, 
have but one Father, even God; and but one mafter, even 
Chri; and all they are, brethren, in Jefus, and therefore 
ought not to lord it over one another; yet ought all to be 
fubject one to another: which erder, pride will ever be pro- 
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ductive of deftroying, where and when it reigns; and then of 
courfe bondage will neceflarily enfue, and the peace and hap- 
pioefs of the church, in proportion to the diforder, will be 
difcontinued, as well as its growth prevented: let us there- 
fore watch and pray againft pride, that work of evils. 

Art. XIL.—Of the Reception of Members into the Church. 

We believe, that every member of a church ought to be firk 
mectned for that place by the converting grace of God (or 
convincing power ot light ) before they are received into the 
church; and that they ought then to be received into the 
church by examination, and upon their giving a fatisfaftory 
account of their faith in Jelus, to the church, or to fome per- 


fon qualified by the {pirit of God, and appointed by the church 
for that place, 


CHAP. Il. 
Seftion I.——Freedom, Forbearance, and Union: 

We, the united members of the myltical body of Jefus, profe f- 
ing repentance towards God, and faich toward our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, whofe names thall be found fubfcribed unto this Cove- 
nant, being fully agreed to eachand every of the twelve fore- 


guing Articles, contained in the foregoing part of this Cove- 
nant, do furthermore agree, that this church, of which we 


now, by fubferibing, declare ourfelves to be members, fhall be 
called, the FREE UNIVERSAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
and that it, as a church, {hall indeed be free from all kinds of 
bondage, in a line of uprightnefs before Jefus; and that a 
fpirit of free, and impartial enquiry fhall not be fuppreffed in 
the church; and though the free exercife of that fpirit may 
fometimes tend to caufe d flerences of opinion in matters of 
fpeculation, among the members of this church, when not 
vicious nor pernicious to truth, in their nature, fuch diffe- 
rences of opinion fhall not be confidered as bars of fellowlhip ; 
butif any brother or filter do err in principle oz in pradtice, 
through miftake, it thal! be the duty of the others to labour to 
reltore fach an one, ia the fpirit of meeknefs and love, by the 
force and power of reafon ard truth, according to the example 
and diretions of Chrift and his Apoftles. Alfo, we as indivi- 
duals and as a church, do agree to adopt the Articles of Faith 
and Plan of Church Government, compofed and adopted by 
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the Churches beliving in the falvation of all men, met in Phi- 
ladelphia on the 25th of May, 1790, as our own, 


Sett. 11.—Differences of Opinion concerning Elementary Ordi- 
nances no bar of Communion, or breach of Fellow/hip. 

We do agree, that every brother and filler in our faith, 
which we believe to be the faith of Chrif, hall be entirely free 
to a& concerning all outward and elementary ordinances, as 
their confciences {hall lead them, without its being confidered 
the lealt bar of communion, or breach of fellowthip in the 
Charch, although as individuals in this matter they may differ 
ever fo much in opinion ; butevery one that otherwile appears 
Fp righteoufnefs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, truly 
and faithfully to ferve Chrift, fhall in the Church be confidered 
accepted of God, and approved of the Church. 

Sed. Ill.—A free religious enquiring Society. 

We do agree, that in order for the improvement of know- 
ledge in this Church, there fhall be efadlifbed and continued, 
a free, religious enquiring fociety; which fhall be conti- 
nued under the directions of this Church, and direéted by fuch 
rules as fhall by the Church be confidered proper, unto which 
any orderly perfon, profeffor or non-prof flor of rcligion, fhall 
have a right to become a member, by their iubmiflion to. the 
rules, which fhall for the fame be preferibed. 

Se&. 1V.—A free Treafury in the Church. 

We do agree, that in this Church there fhall be eftablifh<d 
and continued a free Treafury, which {hall be called the Lora’s 
Treafury, fur which colletions fhall be made, once or twice 
in the year annually. 

None fhall be conftrained to caft into this Treafury (except 
it fhould be by the love of God, and a zeal for his caufe, in 
themfelves) but it fhall always be confidered for the purpofes 
of receiving and fecuring all fuch febfciptions, contributions, 
or donations, as the members or well-wifhers of faid Church 
(whofe hearts the Lord may open freely to contribute a free- 
will offering toward the fapport of his caufe) may fee proper 
to contribute or caft in. 

All the money, or property, in this Treafury, fhall be confi- 
dered the fole property of this Church, as a Church ; and 


the fame fhall be appropriated folely, to the following ufes» 
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viz. The fupport of the Gofpel, the exigencies of the Church, 
and the relief of the poor.and needy Saints of Chrift, as the 
Church may fee circumfances require, and their ability will | 
admit of ; the whole to be at the dileretion and difpofs| of 

the church, and fhall not be difpefed ef, but by the confent 
and fuffrage of the body of faid church. 


.No conicientious difference of fentiment thall ever be al- 
Jowed in this church to infringe on the rights of any indivi. 
dual member or members, ia the property of this church. 


Se&. V.—The condu@ of Brethren towards one another. 

We do agree to watch over one 2nother for good, (not for 
evil ), and to ‘abour in all the ufe of gofpel means, as far as 
in us lieth, conflantly to keep faid church in due order and 
cleannefs, walking unofenively towards one another, and all 
others with con{cious diligence ; allo we egree to pive and ree 
ceive {criptural and brotherly reproot, toand of cach other, 
in meeknefs and love, dealing with diforderly brethren aad 
fillers as directed by Jefus and his apoltles in Goi’s records. 


Se, Vii— Duty of Members towards the Chured. 

We furthermore agree faithfully to keep all the feerets 
of the Church in the Church, and not to expofe cach 
others faults in a way contrary to the order of Chrifl, and 
{0 to labour, as far as we are capable, unanimovfly to contend 
for the faith once delivered tothe faints in the purity thereof, 
according to the holy {criptures[ Pia. xciii. 5 —1 Core xiv. 33.] 
moreover, we each of us, as individuals, do agree to be ruled 
by faid church, as far as faid church fhall be found to rule 


agreeable to the werd of the Lord. 


Set. Vil.eTihe Clofe: or, AMEN. 

. And now, Jafily, as a manifeflat‘on and confirmation of our 
full agreement to this covenant, fill keeping the word of Ged 
as ovr firft rule, in faith, and praGice, we folemnly join our- 
feives together under the Lord Jefus (our only head and law. 
civer) in folemn covenant, in the name of the Lord Jjefus 
Chri: in rehimony whereof, we hereunto fubtembe — —- — 


with our hands, the day and date in the deft hand co.umns 
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D.| A. D.]  Tfat. xliv. 5. Ome Hall fay * amtie 
| Lerd’s, and another fhall call bimfelf 
by the mame of Jacob, and ansther 
Aral fabferibe with bis band ute the 
Lord, and furname himself by the name 
j | o Sjrael. 
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Propcfed and anfwered, at the Opening of the Free Religious 
Enquiring Society, under the DireGions of the Free Univer. 
fal Church of Chrifi, at New-Hanever, in Burlington County, 
New-Ferfry ; with a few more adled : 

Duciion. What is Life? 

Anjwer. Life is that certain power, order, and conciou {nefs, 
from whence all action, fenfation, and intelligence is derived ; 
and that life is God, and was made manifeft in the fieth of 
Jefus Chrift. 

9, Whiat ts death ? 

A. Death is an extin&ion of the enjoyment of, and communion 
with, life. Death is not a caufe, or producer of an effe& ; but 
itis merely an effe&, entirely empty and fruitlefs ; derived 
from a caule, which of courfe, mutt of neceflity ceafe to exitt, 
when the caufe upon which its exiltence depends, is removed: 

9, Wirat is the caufe upon which the exiltence of death 
depends ? 

A. The caufe upon which the exiftence of death depends, is 
a deviation from order ; which is tranfgreflion ; by ¢4is, Man 
was involved in diforder, and fell mto darknefs; and fo the 
whole nature of man fenk into confafion, and thereby loft 
immortality; which could net be enjoy'’d out of order; fo man 
become f{ubjected to ruin, and to a return to duit again, from 
whence he was taken. 

2 What is the Refurrection ? 

A. The Refurrection is a re-partaking of immortality, or 
the being brought into a re-communion with immortality 
(which is God) which never can be enjoyed by any, but in 
that order which God at firtt ordained, for that purpole ; be- 
eaufe God cannot vialate his ewan order ; nor depart fros it, 
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to eftablith order ; God cannot go out of his own orderyto 


bring any that have deviated from it, back into order agaim 
F_ What is Condemnation? 


A. Condemnation is the fentence of a violated Law (or or- 


der) in the confcience againft the Violator ; which forbids. 


the Violator’s peace and reft; which diftrels cannot be re- 
moved, but by the Violator’s obtaining a righteoufnels which 
that fame Law violated, will approve of. 

2. How are we to underftand the words for ever, for ever 
and ever, andeverlafting, &c ? 

A. We can underftand thefe words, no otherway, than that 
they are expreflive of undetermined periods ; becaule it is 
evident from many places in feripwure, that thefe words are 
expreflive fometimes of a longer, and fometimes of a fhorter 
duration of time : fer Gen. xvii —8. Exod. xii 14. 17: Numb. 
x. 8. 2 Sam. vii, 16. Exod. xl. 15. Jonah ii. 6. Exod. xxi. 6. 
"There is bet one rule given in fcriprure, whereby we may un- 
des ftand or afcertain the meaning of thete expreflions, or the 
duration of time exprefled by them: and that rule is the fol- 
lowing, viz. by the nature of the obje&s unto which thofe ex- 
prefions are applied, for inflance, in Jonah ii. 6. the word, 
Jorever, is applied to the earth, with her bars being about Jo- 
nah in the paft tenfe; now the nature of this objet unto which 
the word forever is here applied, was fuch, that we know from 
divine teltimony, that it did not exift any longer than three 
days and three nights; the word, forever, therefore, in this 
inttance, coul_ Ue expreflive of nv longer duration than thiee 
days and three nights. 

Again, in Exodus xxi, 6, here the obje& onto which the 
fame word is applied, is the fervitude of the fervant to his 
temporal mafter, and the nature of this objeé is fuch, we do 
ailuredly know; that it could not exift any longer than the fer- 
vant’s life time. The word, forever, therefore in this in- 
ftance could not be expreflive of any Jonger duration than the 
fervant's life time. 


Again, Exod. x!. 15. (everlafting Priefhood) here the ob. 
je& unto which the word everlafling is applied, ts not a prieft- 
hood that is made after the power of an endlefs life (Heb. vii, 
16) but to one that is made after the law of a earnal’com- 
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mandment, and was to continue no longer than throughout 
their generations. The word, everlalting, therefore in this 
tnftance, could not be exprefiive of any longer duration than 
the continuance of the erillence of that Pricithood, 

Again, Gen. xvii. 8, here the word, everlafling, is applied 
to the time ot [{rael’s poffefling the land of Canaan: There- 
fore the word, everlafling, in this infance, could not be ex- 
preflive of any longer duration than the time that the children 
of Ifrael were to continue to peifefs the temporal land of Ca- 
naan; asall mult grant, that fdat was the ebject unto which 
the word was applied, 

From the remarks already made, it is too evident to be de- 
nied, that the words, for ever, and everlaiting, &c. are to be 
underflood by the objeéts unto which they are applied, and 
are never expreflive of any longer duration than the exilleace 
of thofe objeéts; fome of which are longer, and fome fhorter, 
as has been {hewn.—As to the words, for ever and cver, it is 
allowed by almoft all to be a relative of thofe already menu- 
oned, and therefore is to be underflood in the like manner. 


When thefe expreffions ere applied to the life of the faints, 
they are exprefsive of, endlefs duration, becaufe the obje& 
unto which in this café the words are applied, is of that na- 
ture, that it mult neceflarily exift without end; hence it is 
called an endleis life. [See Heb. vii. 16.] But when the fame 
words are applied to the death of the wicked, they are expref- 
five of a limitted and timely duration; becaufe in this cafe, 
thofe words are applied to an obje& [death] which divine tef- 
timony aflures us cannot exift without end, or always, but will 
be deftroyed, and therefore will ceafe to exilt. So fays the 
Apoltte, 1 Cor-.xv. 26—54, and fo faith the divine Revel. xxi. 
4. And there /hall be no more death. 

In the word of God we areintormed of an endlefs life, but 
not of an endlefs death. By the fame word we are informed 
of a coming period, when there fhali be no more death; but 
not when there fhall be no more life. —But as God is /ife, and 
is able to triumph viorioufly over all that ands in oppofi- 
tion to him, fo life will triumph glorioufly over deatn to the 
{ubduing of its power, and bringing of it perfedily to noughr. 

When the words, everlafting, and forever, are appled ts 
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the joys and triump'ss of th: faints they are to be vaderQood 
expreflive of endlefs duration, becaufe the objeé unto which 
they are applied, {viz. the triumphsand joys of the faints] di- 
vine teftimony aflures us, will continue to exiit world without 
eod. [Ifai. x!v.17, But L/rael fhall be faved in the Lord with an 
everlafting falvation, ye Jball not be a/hamed ner confounded 
world without end.) But when thofe exprefliuns are applied to 
the blindme/s, fhame, and mileries of the wicked; they are 
to be underitood as exprefsive of a limited duration, and of no 
Jonger duration, than the exiltence of the objeéts unto which 
they are applied, which divine teftimony affures us muft fooner 
or later ceafe to exift. [See Revela. xxi. 4-—1 Cor. xv. 28, 
*« And there Jhall be no mere death, neither forrow, nor crying, 
neither fhall there be any mere pain,” But “God fhall be ALL 
IN ALL.” Lai. xxv. 7, 8.“ And he will deffroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cafi ever all people, and the veil 
that is fpread over all nations. He qvill fwallow up death in 
vidtory, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all 
faces, @e."} 

Hence, from the word, we are taught to believe, that the 
righteous fhall never be afhamec, world without end, but we 
are not thereby informed that any fhall be afhamed, or blind 
or wretched, or miferable, world without enc ; we alfo are 
by the word informed, that there is a period before us pro- 
miled, when there fhall be no more forrow, crying, nor pain, 
but not when there fhall’be no more joy, pleafur:, and happi- 
nefs ; but we are well affyred by the facred records, that the 
latter fhall be continued in endlefs exiftence, by the continu- 
ance of the exiftence of its caufe, viz. life and order, with him 
that has the power of it; while the exiftence of the former thal] 
be difcontinued by a total deflrutiion of the exiflence of its 
caufe, viz. Sin and diiorder, with him that has the power of 
it ; fo thall death be deflroyed owt of exiftence, with him that 
has the power of death. Amen. 
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No. 2. Letter concerning the Pragre{s of Error. Qt 
Tc the Editor of the Free Univerfal Magazine. 
SIR, 
If you will pleafe to give the following a place in your Ma- 

fazine, you will gratify your's, &c. 

Yo the Author of a piece lately publifoed, entitled, * Letters of 
Friendjhip ( by way of complaint ) from a Baptif} te his Bro- 
ther, concerning the Progrefs of Errar.”—Only Letier |. pub- 
lifhed. 

New-York, O@o. 20, 1793. 

FRIEND, 


VW HEN any new Dofrine is firk propofed tothe world, 

however clear and undeniable, or favourable to man- 
kind, and honourable to God it may be ; it is always oppofed 
and rejefed, even by men of the beft principles, with the bet 
jatentions and pureft: motives. This may be accounted for, 
in fome degree, from the ftubborn prejudices of education, 
and a nataral diflidence in embracing any firange dodrine for 
ear of being looked upon as a heritical innovator. It is not 
at all furprifing then, that the dostrine of Univerfal Salvation 


and Antitrinitarianifm fhould meet with fo little comparative 


fuccefs, and be fo coolly received in this enlightened age. 
But although nothing can finally withhand truth, which mut 
fooner or later reign and triumph univerfally ; yet the feem- 
ing ill fucefs of any caufe, is no proof of its waworthinels ; 
for this may be owing to the weaknels of its advocates, the 
ignorance and ob‘tinacy of mankind, and many other unto- 
ward circumflances. Were this not the cafe, our blefle4 Sa- 
viour,—who came into the world to tound and propagate 
the mofl happy; glorious, and heavenly do@rine that could 
have been conceived hy men, and fupported it by the porett 
precepts and mot merfeét example—would never have been 
oppofed, rejected, defpifed, and thamefally put todeath. Buc 
we find, that although HE was murdered, many of his fol- 
Jowers crucified, others martyred inthe moft cruel forms, and 
all of them feverely perfecured, yet his do@rine prevailed 
abundantly, * profelytes were added daily,” and it finuly over- 
cime every obtacle, and is eflablified in all the civilized na- 
tioas in the world. 


G 
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This doctrine, as taught by Chrift to his difciples, and by 
them enlarged and preached to the world, contained, among 
other fundamental principles, the doctrine of Univerfal Salva- 


tion, and the fiaal reoration and complete happinefs of ALL 
M ANKIND.—Aad as for the doétcine of the Trinity, Lam 
of opinion it was firt broached by fome new-fangled fophilt, 
and promulgated by fallacious cavillers; till at lait it Role 
into the creeds of eltablilhed churches, where it has remained 
fo lng unconrradifted. And I believe, that there are very 
‘sale belonging to thofe churches, which pro- 
fels thefe doteines, but are convinced of their abfardity, tho’ 
from their peaceable difpoStion, and difidence, as before 


hinted, tacy do not openly oppofe them. 


few mena 


The do&trine of Univerfal Salvation, though novel to the 
preieat generation, is by no means new. Ie is evidently held 
forth inthe Bible, confequently is as old as any other doctrine 
c atained init; and was profefled by David, Ifaiah, Paul, and 
miny other authors of the facred volume before it was writ- 
tea. Certainly then this is no new doctrine, although it has fo 
Jong remained uagoticed by the diff:minators of religion. — 
Tae texts of fcripture are fo numerous, and now fo weil 
known, thatar’pecition of them woald be ufeiefs. Sufice it 
to fay, that it is declared thoughout both the Old and New 
Teftaments, that all mankind have fianed, all were lo& by 
Adam, all were redeemed by Chriit, and all will be reftored, 
and made happy by and through him. And if one fon! (even 
Judas Livariot himfelf) is finally loft and damned to all eter- 
nity, it will bz coatrury to che will, contrary to the promifes, 
contrary tothe attrivates, and contrary to the defigns of God; 
contrary to his ji tice, and contrary to his mercy,—which to 
aflerc will be the cafe, thouch itis held forth by many mif- 
‘takea Chriltians, [ conceive to be little thort of blafphemy. 

Indeed every foul that is not in the end (whatever may be 
his crimes and punifhments before that time) faved and re- 
conciled to God, isa complete vitory gained by the Devil 
over Chrilt, and a defeat of the purpofes for which Chri2 
was fent into the world and died. 


~ 


For my part, [ cannot comprehend how people can believ-, 
or even fuppofe, that a frail Gnite creature, as they confefs 
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man to be, can poflibly merit infinite punifhment, by commit- 
ting an infinite fin. Surely no creature can perform any act 
uniefs he has fuficient power to enable him thereto: and it 
certainly requires infinite ability (which God only pefieiics) to 
commit an infinite crime, which only can deferve infinite pu- 
nifhments; and even if it was in the power of man to com- 
mit an infinite trangreflion ; ftill the mercy of God is infinite, 
and capable of performing all his promifes, and pardcning the 
greateft aifences. 

It is really to be lamented, that people will entertain fuch 
perverted and miltaken notions of the honour and dignity of 
God, and the things which belong to their peace. But | flatrer 
myfelf that the happy and much to be wifhed for time is fat 
approaching, when every mind fhali be enlightened to form 
jutt conceptions of the Deity ; and every heart be bronght to 
know and confels his juftice and mercy, and place full confi- 


dence in his gracious promifes exprefled in the holy {crip- 
tures, 


There feems to be a ftrarge fatality prevailing among tt 
men, that occafions them to believe in fyftems of religion fo 
difhonourable to our Creator, and pernicious to themfelves— 
tyftems, which accufe Jehovah of cruelty, and charge him with 
a&ts which would difgrace the moft favage monfler of huma- 
nity, and which none but a Devil would perperrate—fyfems 
which, contrary to the gracious purpofes of the Aimighty, 
entail everlalting mifery on the greater part of the human race. 
Ic is {till more furprifing, that they thould continue fo obiti- 
nate in error, and rejeé conviéion when fet before their eyes; 
they mult be amazingly prepoflefled in favour of *heir own 


opinions, however wrong they may be, and erroneoufly ob- 
tained. 


But that this delufien may quickly ceafe, that ignogance 
and fuperftition may vanifh before the light of truth and reafon, 
and that true knowledge and virtue may univerfally abound 
is the fincere prayer of, C. H. 


—_—- 
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UNION HYMN, 


RefleBions of Foy, on the Union between God and his Church, im 
Chrif?. 
I. Glorious the Union of Cod, and bis Bride, 
And fomething fiill glorious, PU tell you befide; 
Although fhe was funk deep in grievous de/pair, 
By virtue of Union be brought ber from there. 
2. Come fing to Fehovah, rejoice in his name, 
We'll thank him for Fefus, and fing to the Lam}, 
In him there's Salvation, Salvation complete; 
To feafling he calls us, my Friends come and eat. 
Here's Food for the hungry, and that of the bef, 
Here's fhade for the weary, to fit dewn and refi; 
Here's wine for the mourners, to drink when athirft, 
Here's Life for the Crim’nal, condemn’d to be curft. 
4. Here’s juftification in F.fus for all, 
A glorious Salvation jor great and fer {mall ;x 
Come then ye redeemed, and join in the Seng, 
Tbe riches of Fefus to Sinners belong. 
5 Impartial redemption, for Sinners quite loft, 
“Appears now before us, Chrift bore all the cof, 
it pieafed the Father our curfe he Jhould feel, 
By the firipes of dear Jefus, our Nature to heal. 
©. Here is a perfefion, for all whu have need, 
With ali the rich blefings of Abraham's Seed, 
The promife fuljlied ly wifdem and grace, 
Which God madera Abram, fulfilhd in bis race. 
Here's the new Creation, in Jefus we fand, 
The glorious new Veilel, once marr'd in bis band ; 
The Prophet dijcover’d this work on the wheel, 


And Jefus tomes io us the fame to reveal. 


Ww 


J 
- 


8. dn a word, hereis all our Souls can defrre, 
As great a pericilics as God doth require; 
And Jve7n Pemre Ue ave /ree, j@ écr fle remain, 


For Sinners red mptiom, aear Jejus was fain. 


9. O glorious Redeemer, tly name will we praise, 
find fa wiltwe finz, ull to Heav'n we resfe ; 
wine shen 1 \ we sein with the ranfom'd above, 


Zc cll of tly mercy and fing of thy Leve, 
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A Lift ofthe Univerfal Charches, within the Knowledge of 
the Editor, alio ot Univerfal Miniiters. 


Churches in Jerfey.—Xinas-vood—ZJmlay's Town— New-Ha- 
nover—— Pitts Groves Piles Grove—S bila, imGumberiand county. 
—Cape May. . 

Churches in. Pennfylvania.—New-Britein—Philadelphia—m 
Wa/hangion County, Pike Run—Crofs Creek. 

Churches in Maryland —£affern Shore of Maryland—llart- 
ford County—George’s Hills, Allegany. 

Churches io Virginia—Shanandoab— Morgan Tewn—Cleris 
burgh - (Thir Church is very (mall, but it is likely to increase 
very much, if there conld be only a fettled Minifler there, and 
there is one who expects before long, to fettle and tarry there. 

In New-England, lbave been informed, there are many. 

Aljo the fame Caufe pre/pers much in Londow, through the vn- 
frumentality of Rev. Elbanan Winchefler ; and in Kenteuky.[ 1 
hear| through the in@rumentality of Rev. Bailey and llolmes, 
formerly Bapti/t Minifiers: 





Univerfal Minifters. 

London.—Eitanan Hinchefler ; and fome others, whom I 
hear, are lately converted to the Faith, 

New-England.— John Murray---Mr. Richards, with feveral 
others, fome of whom I hear, wilh to come to Jefus by Night. 
Eaftern Shore of Maryland—Afr. Po/lard, uid Mr. Hockins, 

Maryland-— Richard Green, and one Methedifi Minifler, wie 
thinks not proper te declare himfelf, 

Pennfy!vania—David Evans—Mr. White—Ccorge Ada 
Martin —Daniel Arnold— Fames Vb allis— Mr. Byleay, 


Kentucky—Mr, Bailey, and others, of whom l have been cre- 
dibly informed. 


py 


si 


jerle:—Milliam Worth---Nicholas Cox-++Artis Seagreave-- 


Mr. Mb intire---Jofeph Ayres--- Abel Sarjent. 








Names of the Truflees of this Magazine. 


Mr. Samuel Campbell, Bookfeller No: 4r, Hanover Square, 
' New-York. 

Capt. Samael Forman, Monmouth, Jerfey. 

Mr. john Rofs, M. D. Mount Holly, Jerfey. 

Nic, Willam Norerofs, Merchant, Bordentown, Jerfey. 

Nic. Samuel Fletcher, Turner, § No. 113, Chefout Street, 
: Philadelphia, 

Mr Empion Kirby, New Hanover, Burlington. 

Mr E tha Swinney, Hopewell,‘ Cumberland, near Bridge’ 


Town: 
Mr. David Johnfon, Cape Mav,/Jerfey. 
Tiomas Shaw, Efq; Cape May. 
Danicl Benezet, Efg; ColleQor of the Cufoms, Tuackihoe, 
Jerfey. 


Mr. Chriftopher Marthall, No. 12, Carter’s Alley, Philadelphia 
Mefirs. Peter and Jacob Forney, Merchants, at the Head of 
Market Street, Baltimore. 
Mr. Jacob Vandegrift, Wathington county, near Pike Run, 
Pennfy!vania. 
Mr: Michael Beam, George's Hills, Maryland: 
Mr. James T.obs, near Morgan Town, Virginia. 
Mr. Andrew Barnes, Merchant, Barnefborongh, ferfey. 
Louis Jones, Printer, No. 24, Smith Street, New-York. 
Abel Sarjeat, Uaiverfal Miniter, Editor, 
ry Any Subfcriber having any ufefal Pieces or Queries, will 
pieate to take notice, that fuch Pieces or Queries, will 
be thankfully received by the hand of any of the above named 
Truftees, who will forward them to the Editor, to he inferred 
in fome of the following Nambers of the Free Univerf<! Ma- 
gazine. Alfo any [| erfon wihing to become a Su ‘ecriber, may 
have opportunity, by app!ving to any of the above named 
Trotees.—For further, information refreding this matter, 
pleafe to read the Introdudion in the firit Number. 





> . . . r 
Brethren and Frie tus, 


aoe Delay of this number of eur Magazine, bas been occa. 
foned ey feveral circumfar cer, which | am fure were ne 


lets dilagreeable te me, than it could have Aiton to any fubfcriber ; 


~ 


‘ 


] hope therefere the charity of ewery Sub/criber will free!y excuf, 


the fame, and loot for better the time enfaing. The Editor. 
Te the Subjcribers. 











